Inhaltsverzeichnis — Materialien

Std. ID Material Verwendung Seite

1 F1 Asian Americans Einstieg “Asian Americans” | 1
F2 Stereotypes Erarbeitung 2
C1 Clip: Vincent Chin (1) Einstieg “Vincent Chin” DVD
M1 What awaits you ... Transparenz 3
M2/ | Ubersicht (grafisch) Transparenz 4
F3

2/3 M3 | Korean Americans (Poster) Lehrervortrag 5
M4 | Korean Americans (Handout) Lehrervortrag 6
C2 Song: Reminiscence Witcha by Amerie | Lehrervortrag DVD
M5 The Chinese in America Gruppenarbeit 8
M6 | Japanese Americans 1885-2000 Gruppenarbeit 12
M7 Filipino Americans Gruppenarbeit 14

4 M8 | Asian American Literature Literatur / 16

Perspektivenwechsel
5 C3 Clip: Tape Seung-Hui Cho sent to the Einstieg DVD
press
M9 | Zeitungsartikel Virginia Tech Massacre | Erarbeitung 19
(SF Chronicle 19/04/07)

M10 | 4 Arbeitsblatter Gruppenarbeit 20
E1 Erwartungshorizont 24

6 F4 Institutionalized Racism Einstieg 28
F5 Racist Laws Lehrervortrag 29
M11 | Arbeitsblatt fur Internetrecherche Partnerarbeit 30
E2 Erwartungshorizont 32

7 C4 Clip: Japanese American Internment (1) | Einstieg DVD
M12/ | World War II: a different view Lehrervortrag 34
F6
F7 Internment Camps / photos Unterrichtsgesprach 35
C5 Clip: Japanese American Internment (2) | Impuls DVD

8 C6 Audio-Clip: To the Stars gelesen von Einstieg DVD

George Takei




M13 | Literarische und nicht-literarische Texte | Gruppenarbeit 36
in Bezug auf JA internment
F8 Grafiken/Bilder Prasentation 48
M14 | Arbeitsblatt zum Internment Hausaufgabe 49
E3 Erwartungshorizont 51
9 C7 Clip: Vincent Chin (2) Einstieg DVD
M15 | Zeitungsartikel Big SF Chinatown Partnerarbeit 55
Protest Over a Slaying in Detroit (SF
Chronicle 20/06/1983)
E4 Erwartungshorizont Auswertung Partnerarbeit 56
F9 Foto: Demonstration Impuls f. Hausaufgabe 57
10 C8 Clip: Los Angeles Race Riots Einstieg DVD
M16 | 3 Zeitungsartikel Einzelarbeit in Gruppen 58
- Riotsin L.A. after King Verdict (L.A.
Times 30/04/1992)
- 24 deadin L.A. Rioting (SF Chronicle
01/05/1992)
- A senseless and tragic killing (L.A.
Times 20/03/1991)
F10 | Foto: brennendes Haus Impuls f. Einzelarbeit 61
M17 | Gedicht: Sai-I-Gu by Ishle Yi Park Hausaufgabe 62
11 M18 | 2 Zeitungsartikel Partnerarbeit in Gruppen 63
- US Screeners oust private workers
(SF Chronicle 01/10/2002)
- Sega, temp agency Spherion settle
discrimination cases (SF Chronicle
26/03/2004)
12 C9 Clip: Shawn Wong Einstieg: Meet ... DVD
F11 | Foto: Perry Miyake Einstieg: Meet ... 65
M19 | Auszug: Homebase by Shawn Wong Lehrervortrag 66
M20 | Auszug: 21st Century Manzanar by Perry | Lehrervortrag 68
Miyake
13 F12/ | Recent Racism Handout 70

M21




C10 | Clip: The Ching Chong Incident Impuls DVD
C11 | Clip: Tim Hardaway’s statement Impuls DVD
F13 | Ching Chong Lehrervortrag 72
F14 | Wanted... Hausaufgabe 73
M22 | Asian Leaders Angered by Rosie Einzelarbeit 74
O’Donnell’s “Ching Chong” Comment
(www: youtube)
M23 | Japanese Heritage Nets Local Boy Fun | Einzelarbeit 75
Camping Trip
(www: The Onion 09/04/2007)
M24 | Hate Crime Charges Filed in J-Town Einzelarbeit 76
Murders (www: Nichibei Times Weekly
29/03/2007)
14 C12 | Clip: Michelle Malkin Impuls (reactions: Internet) | DVD
C13 | Clip: George Takei Impuls (reactions: Internet) | DVD
C14 | Song: You're fired by Jin Impuls (reactions: music) DVD
C15 | Musicclip: ABC by Jin Impuls (reactions: music) DVD
F15 | Comic: ABC by Gene Yang Impuls (reactions: literature) | 77
M25 | All 4 One Hausaufgabe 78
15 M26 | Struktur Who killed Vincent Chin Projektplanung 79
16 KA1 | Klassenarbeit Lernzielkontrolle 84
E5 Erwartungshorizont Korrektur der KA 88
KA2 | Notenskala Korrektur der KA 92

CD1: Materialien als Worddokumente

DVD: Clips, Songs usw.

CD2: Who killed Vincent Chin




An Asian American is generally defined as a person of Asian ancestry who was born
in or is an immigrant to the United States.

Ethnic
Group

Chinese
Filipino
Asian Indian
Korean
Viethamese
Japanese
Cambodian
Pakistani
Laotian
Hmong

Thai
Taiwanese
Indonesian
Bangladeshi

Asian alone

2,314,537
1,850,314
1,678,765
1,076,872
1,122,528
796,700
171,937
153,533
168,707
169,428
112,989
118,048
39,757
41,280

Asian & at least One Other
Race
(i.e., Filipino-White)

130,826

57,811

40,013

22,550

47,144

55,537

11,832

11,095

10,396

5,284

7,929

14,096

4,429

5,625
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Asian Americans and Racism 1882-2007 M 1
What awaits you...

In the weeks to come we will learn something about Asian Americans and their
experiences with racism in the United States since their arrival up to today. We will look at
the four biggest and most important groups — Japanese Americans, Chinese Americans,
Filipino Americans, and Korean Americans — and at how a distinctly Asian American
identity came into existence. Moreover, we will have a closer look at the relationship
between White America and Asian America.

Final Project ...

What we will learn in the weeks to come will be included in a final project for this unit: a
fictional radio show commemorating the murder of Vincent Chin on June 19th, 1982. We
will also get in touch with contemporary Asian American authors who will contribute an
interview answering your questions to the project.

The following topics will be included in the project

- anintro explaining who Vincent Chin was and why it is important to remember him

- an immigration history of Japanese, Chinese, Filipino, and Korean Americans

- a history of institutionalized racism

- an account of contemporary instances of racism in the media

- an interview with Shawn Wong and Perry Miyake on Asian American issues and their
works

- ashort summary

Assignments

Apart from your regular homework you have the following assignments that you are to
post in your weblog*

- (at least) 5 entries entitled “Did you know that ...”
- (atleast) 5 short radio-style reports about 5 different topics of your choice

Of course you may also publish any kinds of documents, links, videos, music, etc. relating
to our topic in your weblog.

It's up to you when you publish your entries. However, it is important that by then end of
the unit we have reports about each topic because we will use them for the final project. In
order to select the best reports of the class you should keep track of what your classmates
are writing. This will also ensure that we cover each topic.

After the first lesson you will find an example for a “Did you know that ...” entry and after
lesson #2 you will find an example for a radio-style report at
www.asianamericansandracism1882-2007.blogspot.com.

* Your weblog

1. Go to www.blogger.com and open an account
2. Create your weblog and find an adequate title for it
3. email the URL of your weblog to s.woessner@gmx.net by Wednesday April 18", 2007
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Handout on Korean Americans

Origin - All over Korea

- first Hawai'i

- later United States mainland
- California, Utah, Colorado, Wyoming, A rizona,
Alaska
- especially L.A., New York

- recently the Old South

Reasons - Push-reasons: Japanese colonialism
o “people without a country® - could not return
- Pull-reasons: work, peace, democracy

Immigration History - 1903 first immigrants arrived
- Immigration stopped by 1908 because Koreans were
Japanese nationals and the Japanese were excluded
- 1965+ immigration resumed

Occupation in the US - early immigrants
o laborers, field workers, agriculture
o mines, coal mines, railroad
o salmon fisheries

- since 1965

o self-employment (hotels, laundries, barbershops)
o grocery stores, gas stations (often in ghettoes)
o university students - don’t stay

Experiences with racism - 1790 Naturalization Act (= whites only)
- 1901 Anti-Miscegenation
- 1906 School Segregation in SF
- 1907/08 Gentlemen’s Agreement R\
- 1913 Alien Land Law A;rmcig‘;:;z‘;g’:{é".;gm
- 1924 Quota Act uwy
- 1965 Immigration Act = colorblind (cf. democracy) S

- 1992 L.A. Race Riots / Sai-I-Gu (4/29)

- “gooks”
Important things to - today, there are about 2 million Korean Americans in the US
know - early immigrants fought for Korea’s independence, whereas

their children focused on their lives in the United States
- generation gap

- between 1953 and today, about 150.000 Korean orphans
have been adopted by American families

- in some states January 13th is celebrated as Korean
American Day

- most Korean Americans are Christians / Protestants

- Kim Hyung-soon invented the nectarine (peach x plum)

- Like Chinese Americans a lot of Korean Americans — mostly
the wives of American Gls of the Korean War — sponsored
not only their real family but alleged family members

- most current immigrants are college-educated professionals

- even though Korean American shop-owners have their
stores in ghettoes they often live in the suburbs




Yunjin Km Amerie
Individual experience

-

Lela Lee

KA literature

M4

- Jay Kim: first KA to be elected to US Congress

- Danny Chun: Justice at NY State Supreme Court

- Sandra Oh: actress (Grey’s Anatomy)

- Yunjin Kim: actress (Lost)

- Amerie: Hip Hop artist, actress, half African American

- Daniel Chun: writer, co-producer of The Simpsons

- Kim Hyung-soon: first Korean American millionaires
(= nectarine)

[extract of an interview]

Lela Lee: | am Korean American. My parents immigrated and |
was born here. | was actually the only daughter to be born in
the U.S. | grew up in a suburb of Los Angeles, an hour east of
Los Angeles. When | grew up, there were probably two other
Asian families and we were made fun of. They would say, "Oh
are you Chinese?" And | would say, "No." And they would say,
"Are you Japanese?" And | would say, "No." And they would
say, "Well, what are you then?" | would say, "I'm Korean" and
they would say, "Where is that?" My parents were probably part
of the first influx of Koreans to come to the U.S. at that time in
the early 70s. Now | think it has changed a bit because | go
back and | see that certain shops are run by Koreans or maybe
because I'm Asian, I'm always looking for other people that are
Asian. It seems that the numbers are getting a little bit more
diverse. It's getting more diverse out there and also people
have become more knowledgeable and more aware of other
countries because everybody has become so globalized and
awareness of other cultures is not so rare.

- Lela Lee: Angry Little Girls

| HAVE BEEM
HAPPY FOR A
LONG TIME.

WE'RE ON A DATE.
WHAT ARE THE

THAT'S S0 MAY | TAKE SPECIALS TODAY ?

SWEET OF 5 |
You TO SAY. YOUR IORDER‘
]

1

FOR STARTERS, WE HAVE A SAMPLE

PLATTER OF APPREHENSION AMD FEAR,
FOLLOWED BY MAIN COURSE OPTIONS
OF CODEPENDENCY OR. TNSFUNCTION
COVERED IN MISERY. THEN FOR
DESSERT, WE HAVE BITTERSWEET !
BREAK-UP DRENCHED IN SWEET LIQUOR

000y DAL, e by Lela Lee




The Chinese in America
With 3.4 million, Chinese Americans are the biggest Asian group in the United States.

First Wave of Chinese Immigration 1850-1882

Chinese immigration set in during the Gold Rush of the 1850s. Back then, China was
economically and politically unstable and internal rebellions as well as the Opium
Wars made matters even worse. As a result, many Chinese left their homes in

Guangdong province for America.

1. 1850s to 1860s: Search for Gold

At the beginning, many Chinese came to America searching for gold in order to bring
home. They were initially welcomed and accepted, and their future seemed
auspicious. However, the political climate changed and ethnic antagonism led to
attempts to exclude the many Chinese living and working in America by then. Two
thirds of all the Chinese in the US were working in mines and had formed small,
successful companies. Their daily lives, however, were competitive and anxious. In
the opinion of white miners, the Chinese were too much of a competition for them.
Not only did the 1790 Naturalization Law make it impossible for the Chinese to
become citizens, but a number of anti-Chinese laws was passed between 1852 and
1862.

When the profits of gold mining decreased, many Chinese transformed into wage
earners working in the quartz mines for white employers because they didn’t have
the capital to work in their own right. This was the beginning of the Chinese
dependence on white capitalists.

2. 1865 — 1869: Railroad Construction

For a short period of time, Chinese workers found a new area of occupation in the
railroad construction. They were more efficient, a lot cheaper than white workers and
forced the white workers out of their jobs. Thanks to their work, the railroad company
saved a lot of money and could still depict the Chinese achievement as their own.

3. From the 1870s: Industry and the City

After the period of railroad construction, more and more Chinese moved to San
Francisco to seek employment in the manufacturing industry, making boots, shoes,
woolens, cigars, tobacco, and sewing. With their work, they tremendously assisted in
the development of San Francisco. They were paid according to an ethnically based
dual wage-system and worked in segregated units. Once more, ethnic antagonism
occurred.

Only few Chinese were able to work in the Chinese ethnic economy in the retail
business, the service, vice, and entertainment sectors.

At any rate, with their arrival in the cities, the Chinese became more and more visible.
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4. From the 1870s: Agriculture and the Countryside
Chinese in the rural areas of the West taught their American employers how to raise
fruit instead of wheat and worked in vineyards and wineries in Northern California.
They introduced irrigation systems, etc. and worked very hard. Many of them wanted
to be farmers in their own right, but only some succeeded in tenant farming and as
truck gardeners. Most were laborers who worked efficiently and were paid low wages
according to the omnipresent dual wage system. This is why they had to leave their
families where they were, in China.
In 1882, after the Chinese Exclusion Act was passed, they realized how much their
labor was needed and demanded higher wages. They even built up a kind of labor
organization to fight for their interests.
In the rural areas, as well as in the cities, ethnic antagonism developed quickly and
the Chinese were the targets of white labor resentment.

5. Self-employment

Ethnic antagonism restricted the labor market for the Chinese and soon forced them
into self-employment. This is how the American phenomenon of the Chinese
laundryman came into existence. People needed someone to wash their clothes and
only small capital and almost no knowledge of the English language was necessary.
However, even there, the Chinese were mistreated and harassed.

It seemed that whenever the Chinese began making a profit, the
Caucasians took it from them by enacting laws—Ilaws limiting the size
of shrimping nets, laws forbidding ironing after dark, laws banning the
importation of prostitutes, laws banning any paraphernalia connected
to the lottery or even allowing Chinese to visit lotteries, laws requiring
that laundries be built of brick or stone and have metal roofs, laws
forbidding the hiring of Chinese for public works. The laws not only
acted as a constant, niggling persecution, but denied this specific race
the very things that brought most European immigrants to American
shores. Although some of those laws were overturned by the Supreme
Court, many were not.

“Parhanc thic ic inct tha ~annie ~fa_ 12

source: Lisa See On Gold Mountain. p. 42.

By 1870, most of the 63000 Chinese in America were working in California, making
up 25 % of the entire work force. Almost all of them were adult males and there was
a wide range of classes. In rural areas, Chinese worked as service workers and farm
laborers, in urban areas, they were businessmen (shopkeepers, merchants),
professionals, artisans, and wage-earning workers.

By 1900 45 % of all Chinese lived in San Francisco and the Bay Area, the remaining
55 % had spread geographically, and Chinatowns came into being in most areas.

Women and Families

At the beginning, there were only very few Chinese women in the US.

Until 1870 many were prostitutes. Only few were employed as housekeepers,
servants, laundresses, seamstresses, shoemakers, cooks, miners, and fisherwomen.
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After 1870, more and more Chinese had their wives come join them in the US, or
they brought their wives with them, some even went back to marry and return with
their wives. The number of Chinese families increased, but still, for most Chinese
men, it was a womanless world. They spent their free time gambling, reading, or with
other activities, and they often assembled in the typically Chinese-American
institution of the store, where they would meet and escape the strangeness of their
everyday lives by telling stories, reading newspapers, etc.

Chinatowns

walcer.

The city fathers frequently complained about Chinatown’s filth, saying
that it created a health hazard for the city at large. The politicians had
a point. By 1880, nearly all of the fruits and vegetables consumed by
Caucasians were grown by Chinese who had leased small plots of land
along Adams, Pico, and West Washington. But the corrals in Chinatown,
which housed the vegetable peddlers’ horses, swarmed with insects. A
state commission also found seven privies in the corrals, All this wouldn’t
have been such a problem if the peddiers didn’t sleep alongside their
horses, if the wagons—Ioaded with the city’s fresh produce—weren’t
kept there all night, and if the produce weren’t washed in the horse
troughs in the morning. But as easily as city fathers could get upset,
they could also calm down—especially at the thought of having to pay
for any improvements—and life would go on as usual.

The interiors presented a different sight altogether. More than halt
of the rooms had no windows; many others were concealed behind false
doors. Some white social workers believed that the interiors had evolved
according to Chinese custom, based on the belief that evil spirits didn’t
like the darkness or to turn corners, but others knew the secret rooms
were a Gold Mountain necessity: they provided a means of hiding illegal
residents or facilitating escape from gambling dens. Few buildings had
heat or electricty. Bachelors lived in boardinghouses, sleeping in bunks
with small ovens wedged between them. In these rooms could be found
every type of vermin known to man—ants, fleas, cockroaches, rats.
Residents trapped the rats in wire cages and killed them with boiling
water.

e s £oshnan Femmsnntle anmnlained ahant Chinatown's filth. saving

Cmiedem Mlian

Source: Lisa See On Gold Mountain. p. 63.

Ban on Chinese Immigration 1882-1943

In 1882 the Chinese Exclusion Act was passed. It was not repealed until 1943.
However, after the San Francisco Earth Quake of 1906, the Chinese found several
ways of entering the country.

e v v epers e e

 mgi ML prUCLSSIIE SLAUUN ULE
Angel Island, on the Sausalito side of San Francisco Bay. After the 1906
earthquake, builders were temporarily diverted to more pressing needs,
but on January 21, 1910, Angel Island finally opened. Immigration of-
ficials hailed Angel Island—which, like Alcatraz, was escape-proof-—
as “'the Ellis Island of the West.” The Chinese immigrants who lingered
there—from two days to as much as two years—called it by the more
lyrical name “Isle of the Immortals.”

Across the country, at Ellis Island, the period between 1900 and 1920
marked the peak years of immigration, with 14 million immigrants en-
tering the United States. Immigrants to the West Coast were far fewer,
and a much higher percentage were turned away. Each Chinese who
came to the United States for the first time, and any Chinese returning
to the United States from a visit home, went through interrogations.

As immigration rules tightened, many Chinese took advantage of the
few loopholes in restrictions for entrance to the Gold Mountain. Forming
their own hui or partnership. cooks, houseboys, laundrymen, and gar;
deners became “merchants” and were permitted to bring in a relative
or, with any luck, a wife. But the greatest boon to Chinese immigrants
came with the San Francisco earthquake, which destroyed most of the
city’s records, including birth certificates. Suddenly a Chinese laborer

As *citizens,” men could bring in their wives. In 1910, Chinese women
numbered only five percent of the total Chinese population in the United
States. From 1910 to 1924, one in four Chinese entering the country
would be a woman. As “‘citizens,” the Chinese could also bring over
their sons. The law stated that children of Americans were U.S. citizens
no matter where in the world they were born. A new and effective scam
developed in which an American citizen of Chinese descent falsely re-
ported the birth of a son in the home village. Such “paper sons” were
guaranteed entry into the United States, with automatic citizenship. In
China, the market in false birth documents skyrocketed.

False papers, however, didn’t guarantee entry. Immigrants still faced
the ever tougher questions of interrogators, who were relentiess in their
efforts to bar common laborers from entering the country: How many
trees grow in your home village? Who are your neighbors? How many
children do you have? Do you keep a dog? How many steps are there

before your doorway? What is the location of the ancestral temple?
Each question was designed to induce an immigrant to make a mistake,
proving that he was not the son of an American citizen, that he did not
come from the village he said he came from, that he wasn’t a merchant,

student, teacher, minister, or diplomat. The i i

( ' ued ! - I s . interrogation process was
C(_)Uld say that hg had been born hcrc and was a‘n'Am.encan citizen by effective and unforgiving. From 1910 to 1935 only oic in fgur Chi
birth. (It was said that cvery Chinese woman living in San Francisco immigrants was allowed to remain in the U ; ese
would have had to have borne eight hundred sons if each Chinese claim- wn - - i fhe United States.

Source: Lisa See On Gold Mountain. p. 81 f

Second Wave of Chinese Immigration 1952 — today

With the 1952 McCarran-Walter Act and the Immigration Act of 1965 a second wave
of Chinese immigration began. Most of the new immigrants were professionals from
Mainland China who tended to cluster in suburban areas instead of living in
Chinatowns.




Songs from Gold Mountain P
The moment I hear @ ﬁg Fu m
we’ve entered the port, (=)(—) VS 5N | PN
[ am all ready: > 3
my belongings wrapped in a bundle. jé: 4?( l& N ‘§ S
Who would have expected joy to become sorrow: A y & fi R =
Detained in a dark, crude, filthy room? 3 ¥ B OB o
What can I do? T B & & i
Cruel treatment, not one restful breath of air. 3 é : =
Scarcity of food, severe restrictions—all ik o H o A2
unbearable. 3 5 % &'_j 18
Here even a proud man bows his head low. & i o = -
' ¥ R
S # % £ B
Source: Jeffrey Chan et al. The Big Aiiieeeee! p. 143. é i B -
T & £
& T
1 xﬁ &
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Japanese Americans 1885-2000

The history of the Japanese in the US is the history of a minority that has survived
despite legal discrimination (institutionalized racism) and racist attitudes. However, theirs
is also the history of the working class of a capitalist country and the proof for the
difference between America’s democratic ideals and the harsh reality of all those whose
ancestors did not come from Europe.

First Wave of Japanese Immigration:1882 — 1924

Most Japanese who immigrated at the turn of the 19t century fled from a life in poverty in
Meiji-dJapan (push-factor) and hoped for a better life in America. For them, this was the
country of democracy and a country in need of cheap labor due to the 1882 Chinese
Exclusion Act.

The first immigrants came as student-laborers in order to learn English and take some
knowledge back to Japan. Between 1891 and 1900 Japanese peasants came to the
mainland United States. Before 1891 they had rather chosen Hawai'i as their destination.
After 1900 a secondary immigration from Hawai'’i to the United States began.

These first immigrants — the Issei (first generation) — mostly came from an agricultural
background and came as sojourners, i.e. men who went to America in order to make
money they sent back to Japan. Their ultimate goal was to return to Japan. It wasn’t until
the beginning of the 20" century that they began to think about staying in the US.

In 1907/1908 the Gentlemen’s Agreement between Japan and the United States stopped
labor immigration. It was then that the Issei began having their wives and children join
them. Those who were not married yet began to look for so-called picture brides (s. The
four immigrants’ manga). This practice was stopped by the Ladies’ Agreement of 1921.

In 1924 the Quota Act, also known as the Oriental Exclusion Act, stopped immigration
from Asia to the United States completely. The Japanese who stayed in the US after
1924 founded families and this is how the Japanese ethnic enclaves came into existence
(s. Toshio Mori: Lil” Yokohama). According to American laws, the Issei’'s American born
offspring — the Nisei (second generation) — were American citizens (= ius solis).

The Nisei grew up between two cultures: on the one hand they had to struggle with the
fact that they grew up as but were not treated like Americans and on the other hand their
Japanese parents tried to make them proud of their Japanese heritage. The fact that

their parents spoke Japanese and the Nisei spoke English only widened the generation

gap.



Japanese American Internment: 1942 — 1946
During World War Two between 110.000 and 120.000 Issei and Nisei (American

citizens!) were put into internment camps. Executive Order 9066 was supposedly based

on military necessity, however, today, we know that racism was the real reason.

A lot of Nisei fought in the 442" Combat Team for America, whereas others decided to
side with Japan. They became known as the so-called no-no boys.

After internment most Japanese Americans returned to the West Coast and began to re-
build their communities. Executive Order 9066 had taken everything from them and they
weren’t given back anything.

It was not until 1983 that Japanese Americans got an apology for their unfair treatment
during World War Two and it took another seven years until the first camp survivors
finally received a sum of $ 20.000 in redress payments.

The model minority: 1950s and 1960s

In the 1950s and 1960s Japanese Americans tried to blend in and assimilate. The

Japanese American communities flourished and Japanese Americans became America’s
model minority. Due to the war in Korea they were able to make money and rose into the
middle class. It wasn’t until the end of the 1960s that the children of the Nisei, the Sansei
(third generation) began to unmask the model minority myth as a racist idea.

Second Wave of Japanese Immigration: 1965 — today

In 1965 the Oriental Exclusion Act was revoked and a new wave of Japanese
immigration set in. Since then, Japanese Americans have begun to refer to themselves
rather as nikkeijin (persons of Japanese ancestry) than as Issei, Nisei or Sansei.

These new immigrants are often well-educated university students. A small number of
them have decided to leave Japan because they cannot cope with the Japanese way of
life.

Since 1970 the Japanese American population has become very heterogenous (>
mixed-race children, out-marriage, etc.). Due to massive immigration from other Asian
countries Japanese Americans, formerly the biggest Asian group in the US, consitute the
6th or 7th largest Asian group. There are only three Japantowns left and even those are
in danger of disappearing. However, the Japanese American sense of community has
never ceased to exist. It is still very much alive as can be seen in annual festivities and

on the Internet.
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Filipino Americans

The Philippine-American War 1898-1902

In December 1898, the U.S. purchased the Philippines from Spain as part of the
Treaty of Paris for the sum of $20 million (USD), after the U.S. defeated Spain in the
Spanish-American War. The U.S. government made plans to make the Philippines
an American colony. However, the Filipinos, fighting for independence from Spain
since 1896, had already declared independence on June 12, 1898, and had
considered the Americans allies.

One common view of how the conflict began was that on February 4, 1899, a
misunderstanding occurred between the two nations. A Filipino was shot by an
American soldier at San Juan Bridge. It was believed that the American soldier gave
fair warnings to the Filipino as he entered U.S. borders, but that the latter's inability to
understand English led to the first shot that sparked the war.

On August 14, 1899, 11,000 American ground troops were sent to occupy the
Philippines. They were successful in defeating the Philippine Army in just over three
years time and Filipino leadership generally accepted American rule in 1902.
However, sporadic guerrilla fighting continued until 1913.

Immigration

As colonized subjects Filipinos were legally considered American nationals who
could enter and work in the United States without any problems. Between 1920 and
1930 approximately 40.000 Filipinos left their country to live in the United States.
They fled a poor and war-torn country and were hoping to find a better life in their
new country. Through their American education in a country colonized by the US the
so-called manongs (oldtimers) had been taught to believe in American democratic
ideals.

However, as soon as they set foot on American soil, Filipinos were discriminated
against and excluded. This is why they gathered in very few American cities where
they lived in their own communities. One of these communities was Stockton,
California.

Occupation

One quarter of all Filipino immigrants worked as domestic servants. They were
preferred over other ethnicities because of their “mask of docility.”

Another 10% working in fisheries of the North West and in Alaska. They lived in a
vicious circle because they had to borrow money to go to their workplaces and their
companies incited them to spend the money they earned on drinking, whores, and
food they sold.

More than 60% of the Filipino immigrants worked in agriculture. Their labor force was
needed because the Chinese were already barred from immigration by the 1882
Chinese Exclusion Act and so were the Japanese from 1924 (Quota Act). Other
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Asian immigrants — who were, at a time, favored for work in agriculture — were
disliked, too.

However, it seems that there were groups in the United States who thought that too
many Filipinos were coming to take the jobs of whites. This is why, in 1934, an end
was put to immigration through the Tydings-McDuffie Act.

1934 Tydings-McDuffie Act

The Tydings-McDuffie Act (officially the Philippine Independence Act; Public Law 73-
127) approved on March 24, 1934 was a United States federal law which provided for
self-government of the Philippines and for Filipino independence (from the United
States) after a period of ten years.

The Tydings-McDuffie Act provided for the drafting and guidelines of a Constitution
for a 10-year ‘transitional period” which became the government of the
Commonwealth of the Philippines before the granting of Philippine independence,
during which the US would maintain military forces in the Philippines. Furthermore,
during this period the American President was granted the power to call into military
service all military forces of the Philippine government. The act permitted the
maintenance of US naval bases, within this region, for two years after independence.
The act reclassified all Filipinos that were living in the United States as aliens for the
purposes of immigration to America. Filipinos were no longer allowed to work legally
in the US, and a quota of 50 immigrants per year was established.

Furthermore, the Act paved the way for the Filipino Repatriation Act of 1935.
Bachelor Society

After the passage of the Tydings-McDuffie Act Filipinos had two options: they could
either remain in the US or return — empty-handed — to their home country. Most of

them chose to remain in the United States because they were afraid of being laughed
at when they returned almost poorer than they had left.

Since mostly men had immigrated and were unable to have their families (if they had
one) join them, a lot of Filipinos remained single. They mostly lived in boarding
houses (hotels) in particular districts of the cities where they lived and died a lonely
death, only remembered by their old bachelor friends. (= Bienvenido N. Santos
Lonely in the Autumn Evening)




Chinese American Literature

Louis Chu: Eat a Bow! of Tea
27

When Ben Loy first learned that his wife was pregnant, he was not
impressed. In fact he was a little irritated because Mei Oi had called
him when he was busy at the restaurant.

Upon further reflection, however, he became elated over the
news, He remembered the encounters he had had with friends: Is
Auntie going to have a baby? Is there any good news? Heh, heh,
what are you waiting for? And from his father: How is Ah Sow
these days? Is she well? The old man did not come right out and ask
it, but Ben Loy knew what he meant. Wing Sim's wife was no
exception: When are vou going to invite us Lo the happy banquet?
From his mother Lau Shee, writing to his father- Ben Loy and Lee
Shee have been married more than a year. | shoutd think it’s time
that they have a little one.

Only a week carlier he had seen no way out of his predicament.
He had reconciled himself to remaining childless, and he would
defend himself with: We don't want children. He consoled himself
that in America many couples are childless. But being Chinese, he
suppased that his parents would insist, sooner or later, that he and
Mei Oi adopt a little boy to carry on the ancestral name, so that
someone will cry at his and her funerals. In China. if the children
were all girls, the parents would eventually adopt a boy. They want
to keep the family name in the tablet house forever, and only a boy
could make that possible. A daughter would merely become some.-
body else’s wife.

Ben Loy told himself that, if the baby was a girl. he would not go
I=-%ing for a boy to adopt. Boy or girl, what's the difference? In

srica, girls are locked upon with more love and affection than

Vs anyway.

He was happy becausc it was the most natural thing for u married
couple to do, to have a baby,

When he thought of his youthful foolishness, he despised himself
He felt guilty for speaking sharply to Mei 0 when she calied to tell
him about the baby. But he would have been more. courteous if it
had not been so unexpected.

Mixed with this glad tiding, the father-to-be experienced an emo-
tional shock. He had not believed that he was capable of becoming
a father. The many months that it took for his wife to become
pregnant certainly did not add to his manly pride. With some

(extract)

Wing Tek Lum: Grateful Here
3 ;

Emerging from the subway station,

then lost among the orange signs on Nedicks snackbars,
I could smell the thick rice soup and dumplings

I would order in that basement lunchroom

already beckoning me. | thought:

like a salmon returning to its spawning ground

—and, bemused, followed by Chinese nose.

2

Early one Sunday morning each spring,

our family would visit my grandparents’ graves,
offering gifts of tea and suckling pig,

burning colored paper, incense, and loud firecrackers.
Later, my mother would take me to church.

1 sang in the choir and would carry, that day,

fragile lilies to the altar of my risen Lord.

3

When walking with a Caucasian girl.

holding hands, I would pass by teenage hangouts,
overhearing insults. They would always pick on the girl,
as though she were a lesbian.

Separately, I guess, we would pretend

not to have noticed—avoiding embarrassment

for the other, tightening our grips.

4

Observing two gay Negroes, powdered gray,

and strutting regally on their high-heeled boots,

1 followed them half-enviously with my eyes,
understanding, for the first time, that dark allure
of nighttime caresses. I was in rural Pennsylvania,

and found housewives at the grocer's brought their children

with small, craning necks to whisper about me.

Japanese American Literature

John Okada: No-No Boy (extract)

down the passage formed by the walls of two sagging buildings.
There had been a door there at one tme, a back door to a movie
house which only charged a nickel. A nickel was a lot of money
when he had been seven or nine or eleven. He wanted to g0 into the
alley 1o see if the door was still there.

eing on Jackson Street with its familiar store fronts and taverns
“ew restaurants, which were somehow different because the war had
left its mark on them, was like trying to find one’s way out of a
dream that seemed real most of the time but wasn’t really real
because it was still only a dream. The war had wrought violent
changes upon the people. and the people, in turn, waorking hard and
living hard and earning a lot of maney and spending it on whatever
was available. had distorted the profile of Jackson Street, The street
had about it the air of a carnival without quite succeeding at becom-
ing one. A shooting gallery stood where once had been a clothing
store; fish and chips had replaced a jewelry shop; and a bunch of
Negroes were horsing around raucously in front of a poal parlor.
Everything looked older and dirtier and shabbier.

He walked past the pool parlor, picking his way gingerly among
the Negroes, of whom there had heen only a few at one time and of
whom there seemed to be nothing but now. They were smoking and
shouting and cussing and carousing and the sidewalk was slimy with
their spittle.

*Jap!™

His pace guickened automatically, but curtosity or fear of indigna-
tion or whatever it was made him glance back at the white teeth
framed in a leering dark brown which was almost black.

“Ga back to Tokyo, boy.” Persecution in the drawl of the
persecuted

The white teeth and brown-black Jcers picked up the cue and
jigged to the rhythmical chanting of “Jap-boy. To-Ki-vo: Jap-boy.,
To-ki-yo . .

Friggin’ nigeers, he uttered savagely to himsell und. from the
same place deep down inside where tolerance for the Negroes and
the Jews and the Mexicans and the Chinese and the 0o short and
too fat and two ugly abided because he was Japarese and knew what
1t was like better than did those who were white and average and
middle class and good Democrats or liberal Republicans, the hate
which was unrelenting and terrifying seethed up.

Then he was home. Tt was a hole in the wall with graceries
crammed in orderly coniusion on not enough shelving, into not
enough space. He knew what it would he like even hefore he
stepped in. His father had described the place 10 him in a letier,

compased in simple Japanese characters because otherwise Ichiro

should feel grateful here.

ng marshall misspelt my name.
+ Just last week on the radio, | heard

that the Red Guards had broken the wrists

After a sit-in at the Pentagon,
of a most promisin

the arresti
Actually, though, I know I

In fact

Lawson Fusao Inada: On Being Asian American

for Our Children

Of course, not everyone
can be an Asian American.
Distinctions are earned,
and deserve dedication.

Thus, from time of birth,
the journey awaits you
ventures through time,
the turns of the earth.

When you seem to arrive,
the journey continues:
when you seem to arrive,
the journey continues.

Take me as I am, you cry.
L 1, am an individual.
Which certainly is true.
Which gencrates an echo.

Who are all your people

assembled in celebranion,
with wisdom and strength,
to which you are entitled.

For you are at the head

of succeeding generations,
as the rest of the world
comes forward to greet you,

& young pianist. Among other things,

he had journeyed to the West to play Beethoven and Brahms.



Henry Kiyama: Arrival in San Francisco (extract from: Four lmmr‘grirzfs Mangi)
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Toshio Mori: Tomorrow is Coming, Children (extract from: Yokohama, California)

Yes, time is your friend in America, children. Sce,
my face and hands are wrinkled, my hair gray. My
teeth are gone, my figure bent. These are of America.
I still cannot speak English roo well, but I live among
all kinds of people and come and go like the seasons,
the bees, and the flowers. Ah, San Francisco, my
dream city. My San Francisco is everywhere, T like
the dirty brown hills, the black soil and the sandy
beaches. I like the tall buildings, the bridges, the parks
and the roar of city traffic. They are of me and T fec]
like humming.

You don't understand, Johnny? Ah, you are voung,
You will. Your grandma wants to be buried here in
America. Yes, little ones. Once I had a brother and
a sister in Japan. Long ago they wrote me a letter.
Come back, sister, they said. We want to see you
again. Hurry. Oh, it was long before you were born.
But I did not return. I never saw them again. Now
they are dead. I stayed in America; I belong here.

Now I do not ask myself: why did T come? The
fog has lifted. Yes, Annabelle and Johnny, we are at
war. I do not forget the fact. How can I ever forger?
My mother country and my adopted land at war!
Incredulous! After all these years when men of peace
got along together. Your grandma sometimes cries
in the night when her eyes open. No, not for herself.
She is thinking of your Uncle Mamoru in the US.
Infantry “somewhere” overseas and his comrades,
and the people going through hardships and sufferings,
In time of war, weak men fall and the strano rrinmel

War is painful. If there were no war we would not be
in a relocation center. We would be back in our house
on Marketr Street, hanging out our wash on the
clothesline and watering our flower garden. You
would be attending school with your neighborhood
friends. Ah, war is terrifying. It upsets personal life
and hopes. But war has its good points too.

In what way, Johnny? Well, you learn your lessons
quickly during wartimes. You become positive. You
cannot sit on the fence, you must choose sides. War
has given your grandmother an opportunity to find
where her heart lay. To her surprise her choice had
been made long ago, and no war will sway her a bit.
For grandma the sky is clear. The sun is shining.

But I am old. This where you come in. Children,
you must grow big and useful. This is your world. . . .

Now run along to bed like a good boy and girl.
Sleep and rise early. Tomorrow is coming, children.




Japanese American Literature

Miiton Murayama: All | asking for is my body (extract)

“But his parents didn't invite you. Do you understand, Kiyo-chan?"

“But why? Nobuyuki-san and Mitsunobu-san go."”

“Kiyo-chan is & good boy so he'll obey what his mother says.
won't he?”

“But why, Mother! [ cat at Nobuyuki's and Mitsunobu's homes when
their parents aren’t home. And 1 always thank their parents when |
sce them. I haven't thanked Makoto’s parents yet, but 1 will when
1 see them.”

“But don’t you see, Kiyoshi. you will bring shame to your father
and me if you go there to eat. People will say, *‘Ah, look at the
Oyama’s number two boy. He's a hoitoba! He's a chorimbo! That's
because his parents are hoitoby and chorimbo!’ "

Honobo means beggar in Japanese and chorimbo is something
like a bum, but they're ten times worse than beggar and bum
because you always make your face real ugly when you say them
and they sound horrible!

“But Makoto invites us. Mother! Once Mitsunobu didn't want to
go and Makoto dragged him. We can always have Makoto-san over
to our home and repay him the way we do Mitsuncbu-san and
Nobuvuki-san.”

“But can’t you see. Kiyo-chan, people will laugh at you. "Look st
that Kiyoshi Oyama,’ they'll say, ‘he always eats at the Sasakis'. It's
because his parents are poor and he doesn't have enough to eat at
home." You understand, don't you. Kiyo-chan? You're a good filial
boy so you'll obey what your parents say, won't you? Your father
and 1 would cry if we had two unfilial sons like Toshio . . "

“But what about Nobuyuki and Mitsunobu? Won't people talk
about them and their parents like that too?”

__ “But Kiyoshi, you're not a monkey. You don’t have to copy
others. Whatever Nobuyuki and Mitsunobu do is up tu them. He-
sides, we're poor and poor families have to be more careful,™

"But Mitsunobu’s home is poor toa! They have lots of children
and he's always charging things at the stores and his home looks
poor hike ours!™

“Nemmind! You'll catch a sickness if you go there too often,”
She made a real ugly face.

“What kind of sickness? Won't Mitsunobu-san and Nobuyuki-san
catch it too?"

She dropped her sewing on her lap and iooked straight at me
“Kiyoshi, you will obey your parents, won’t you?"'

1 stood up and hitched up my pants. 1 didn't say yes or no. | just
grunted like Father and walked out.

But the next time | went to eat at Makot's [ felt guilty and the
corned beef and onions didn't taste so good. And when 1 came
home that might the first thing Mother asked was, “Oh, did you

Filipino American Lite

Bienvenido N. Santos: Immigration Blues (extract)

THROUGH the window curtain, Alipio saw two women, one
seemed twice as large as the other. In their summer dresses,
they looked like the country girls he knew back home in the
Philippines, who went around peddling rice cakes. The shm
one could have passed for his late wife Seniang's sister whom he
remembered only in pictures because she never made it to the
United States. Before Seniang’s death, the couple had arranged
for her coming to San Francisco, filing all the required petition
papers to facilitate the approval of her visa. The sister was
always “alinost ready, all the papers have been signed,” but she
never showed up. His wife had been ailing and when she died,
he thought that hearing of her death would hasten her coming,
but the wire he had sent her was neither returned nar acknowl-
edged.

The knocking on the door was gentle. A hittle hard of hear-
ing, Alimo was not sure it was indeed a knocking on the door,
but it sounded different from the little noises that sometimes
hummed in his cars in the daytime. It was not yet noon, but it
must be warm outside in all that sunshine, otherwise those two
women would he wearing spring dresses at the least. There
were surmmer days in San Francisco that were cold like winter
in the Midwest.

He limiped painfully to the door. Until last month, he wore
crutches. The entire vear before that, he was bed-ridden, but
he had to force himself to walk about in the house after coming
from the hospital. After Seniang's death, everything had gone
to pieces. [t was one bust after another, he complained to the
few friends who came to visit him.

“Seniang was my good luck. When Cod decided to take her,
| had nothing but bad luck,” he said,

Filipino American Literature

Jessica Tarahata Hagedorn: Pet Food and Tropical Apparitions (extract) '

uncertainly in the dim foyer, waiting for my mother to come
out of the kitchen so | could say goodbye. She never did
Maybe she heard everything that was said between Auntie
Greta and me and, angry as she was, that was enough for her
She often said that walls have ears.
Telling myself over and over again that [ had done the right
thing, I sang this as [ walked down the street:

Little Richard
Tutti-Frutti
Fats Doimino
I'm walkin'
£ are you ready for a brand now beat?
Summer's here
the time is right
tor dancin’ in the strect . .
Sal Mimee
James Dean
Marlon Brando
Rat-haie
Rabbit-hole
and Coodbye, Feets!

The sign dangled from the fire escape in front of the shabhy
building:

STUDIO APT. FOR RENT

I entered the lobby of the dimly lit building, one of those
Victorian San Francisco dwellings that must've been grand in
the early 19oos. Times had certainly changed-—the neighbor-
hood had quietly deteriorated and the building had decayed
right along with it. It still had marvelous dark wood panelings
and art nouveau, daffodil-shaped lamps along the walls, but the
carpets were stained and faded, and you could smell the grease
emanating from the apartments. Another faded sign in the
lobby read:

CTANT UV ATAMYTOT RAANAMTD ADT .

I hesitated before knocking on his door. Bells tinkled faintly,
and someone came toward me down the dark, dank hallway. |
put my suitcase down and whirled around to face the young
man who stood there, staring at me. Could this be Stanley
Cendzel? | wondered.

Barefoot, the young man held a large orange cat in his arms.
The cat gazed at me with the same dispassionate curiosity.

The young man and the cat bore a striking similarity—the
young man with copper-colored skin, slender and beautiful,
with his ominous lion’s-mane hair, the color of brown fading
into reddish-gold, much like the extraordinary cat's thick fur.
After a few moments, the young man put the cat down, and we
both watched it scurry away into the darkness.

“I'm looking for the manager,” | said

The voung man smiled. “Manager™

Oh na, 1 thought, this couldn't be Stanley Gendeel!

“I'm looking for a place to live,” | said, as firmly as T could.
Looking for an apartment of my own was onc of the momen-
tous decisions of my life, and 1 was determined to act as adult
and businesslike as possible.

“Oh,” the young man said, still being plavful with me. A
place. You need a place.”

1 certainly do,” | retorted.

“Then you need to see Stanley,”" he said.

There was 2 moment of silence, and we looked each other
over like two animals smiffing cach other out,

Suddenly he said, “Let me show you my guitar.”

1 shook my head. "No"

“Let me show you mv cello.”

“No." Where was Stanley Gendzel?

“Let me show you my saxophone.”

“Not"

“Let me show you my soprano saxophone.”
“Hmmmm. . ." | was getting curious

“Let me show vou my bass saxophone.”
G2
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INSTITUTIONALIZED RACISM

Definition (Everyday) Racism

a belief or ideology that all members of each race possess
characteristics or abilities specific to that race, especially to distinguish it
as being either superior or inferior to another race or races (Oxford
English Dictionary)

Definition Institutionalized Racism

racial discrimination by governments or companies through laws, rules,
policies, and regulations in public and private matters which are color-
coded and “racialize” society

"the collective failure of an organisation to provide an appropriate and
professional service to people because of their colour, culture or ethnic
origin" (Stokely Carmichael, black civil rights activist, late 1960s)

Effects of Everyday and Institutionalized Racism

discrimination, violence, segregation, hatred, colonization
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Laws

timeline

History

1790 Naturalization Act

1852 Foreign Miners Tax

1854 People vs. Hall

1855 Landing Tax

1875 Page Law

1880 Anti-Miscegenation Mongolians —
whites (C)

1882 Chinese Exclusion Act

1888 Scott Act

1901 Anti-Miscegenation (K)

1906 SF school segregation

1908 Gentlemen’s Agreement

1909 Anti-Miscegenation (J)

1913 Alien Land Law

1920 Ladies’ Agreement

1922 Cable Act

1924 Quota Act

1934 Tydings Mc-Duffie Act

1942 Japanese American Internment

1943 Chinese Exclusion Repeal Act

1953 raids of Chinatowns

1982 Vincent Chin = court decision

1992 verdict in Rodney King Beating
- L.A. Race Riots

2002 Filipino
profiling

American racial

beginning of Chinese

immigration

end of Chinese immigration

beginning of Japanese /
Korean immigration

end of Korean immigration

end of Japanese immigration /
beginning of Filipino
immigration

end of Filipino immigration

World War Il (enemy: Japan)

mid-1940s beginning of Cold
War (enemy: communists
- China, North Korea)
1950-1953 Korean War

Early 1990 end of Cold War

2001 9/11 (enemy: Muslims,
Arab Americans)
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World War Two (WWII): A Different View

~of the 442d Cornizat Team stand at atter”
Trance, where many comrades fell, *~
v SR
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Group 1

FBI ROUNDS UP MORE JAPANESE
Aliens to Be Sent to Owens Valley Center

The FBI and Bay Area police were rounding up alien Japanese again today. The
seaches and arrests, said Nat J.L. Pieper, FBI chief here, were being made “on
allegations of contraband and known association with Japanese nationalistic groups.”

Among those taken into custody was Maoshi Koike, at 531 Brush-st, Oakland. He
was identified as a Japanese instructor of languages, an expert linguist who has
taught at the University of Southern California and University of Pasadena.

Short Wave Set Found

A short wave receiving set was found at the Brush-st address. When Kikuzo Tanaka
said it was his rather than Koike’s, the raiders took Tanaka in custody, too.

Also seized as members of the Japanese Military Virtue Society were Kaheiji
Yokomizo, 670 32nd-st, Oakland, a cleaning plant operator, and Kikutaro Nakashima,
608 143rd-av, San Leandro, active in the Japanese association.

All were booked en route to the Immigration Station here for hearings which may
send them to internment camps.

Center Prepared

Within a week the reception center at Manzanar, in the Owens Valley, will be ready to
receive hundreds of alien and American-born Japanese who must evacuate the
Pacific Coast military area.

More than 100 carpenters and mechanics directed by Lieut. Col. W.B. Higgins, of the
Corps of Engineers, are rushing construction of the center for the Wartime Civil
Control Administration. The WCCA is the military-civilian organization that will handle
evacuation and resettlement problems, under supervision of Lieut. Gen. John L.
DeWitt, commander of the Western Defense Command and Fourth Army.

They will be classified as to professions and occupations, and remain at the centers
only until they are able to complete plans for re-establishing themselves in back-from-
the-coast regions from which they are not banned by military decree.

Persons facing evacuation were warned today against “stalling” or unintentionally
taking too much time to straighten our their affairs before leaving the military areas.

The next step in operation of the WCCA, General DeWitt said, will “border on

enforced removal.”

The San Francisco News
March 18, 1942



GOODBYE! WRITE SOON!
Alien Exodus Like an Outing

With a few courteous bows, lots of promises to “write soon” and many sturdy
American-type handshakes, the first Japanese involved in military evacuation orders
yesterday said farewell to San Francisco.

The elders, steeped in their native traditions, displayed few emotions. School-age
youngsters romped and played among the piles of household good strewn in front of
the control stations of the Wartime Civil Control Administration, 2020 and 1701 Van
Ness-av.

College-age boys and girls and their slightly older friends and relatives, most of them
American citizens, still laughed, wise-cracked in the latest slang, gave the scene the
air of an outing.

By taxi, streetcar, truck, van and in the autos of Occidental friends, the Japanese
arrived with their suitcases, trunks and bundles of household goods.

They reported to control officials, who checked them off, gave them identification tags.
Late in the afternoon they boarded 10 buses, which took them to a special train.

Armed military police patrolled the sidewalk in front of the station, watched over
personal properties, kept motorists and gawkers on the move.

As the buses rolled away friends remaining waved goodby, raised their thumbs in the
air, made the victory V signal in final tribute. The younger Japanese responded,
broad smiles on their faces; heads bobbed up and down in affirmation.

San Francisco News
April 7, 1942




TULE LAKE INTERNMENT CAMP 1944 361

Depressing Autumn Sky
Thinking About the War

360 Violet Kazue Matsuda de Cristoforo

AEMZVEZHATEDE LUIES”

MECHSEAD BE_EOREMEBEN ik, Y Autumn Sky/War
o bas a2~ EBEBznrz, BOREAMES L I =
EE EGSE TS = w ol Fall comes early to the lava beds of Tule Lake and by September
S THEFOHMAERR>TLLEBEADD the weather turns blustery, with sudden storms blanketing the area.
ADBEDRBBE 21, The dismal autumn sky relates to my thoughts about the war and 1
y y g

become aware that it is the war our lives depend on. What is
happening to the war? How many tears must I shed until it ends?
What is befalling my parents in Hiroshima City?
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White Bare Feet
The Endless Wave of Wild Grass

DEEHCBPOLEE LB A, TOBPARIDESD

s EHh T EEHDRE, COBPU —BEIRI2TVLEDES

Bare Feet
R frequently walked the lonely path leading to the hospital area t o INGRESS PSSR (S R TNV BRrs S K
visit my dying mother-in-law terminally ill with cancer.

O:n day, while kicking the black volcanic ash off my sandals,
noticed for the first time my bare white feet. With aching heart, an
challenging the war and the elements, 1 realized the monotony an

the futility of our existence.

DEZ, GBCOZHNOEROBCIANEARNEKEDD
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Spider Web Turned Black

“BEHMBL L THENDTLC Confined Three Years

Spider Web
Wi NYTRBHOAN -RERSERRAIRLC RRE

My baby is taking a nap and soon I shall leave for the camp
hospital to see my dying mother-in-law, who is still waiting to hear
from her only son interned in the Santa Fe camp. Letters to my
husband and his letters to me, and to his mother, are censored and

ALIZHRLOBESLCFOTOR,

o RERTY PR Es RN R R LTay news is scanty. What shall I tell her today?

DERNDETCAODTIENHOE. FLTIRLLEDD X This is the third year the Tule Lake Segregation Center has been
3 A ke Rep i n RIS o e in operation and even the spider webs have turned black. What a
o RS CEEM et PRATEORED N long confinement it has been in our barren room where even a
(O] BERATRERSLDTHENEERL N2, spider web focuses my attention!

From: Violet Matsuda de Cristoforo: Poetic Reflections of the Tule Lake Internment Camp 1944.

(1987)
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ST

NETReA GHET AT ST T

OOINARU CHIKARA NI KOTAU YOWAMONO IKURA INNOTTE MO
FUYU GA KURU

For puny individuals
futile to invoke higher powers [
winter comes

Taniguchi, Sadayo
Gila Concentration Camp

TOOKU NI TOMO YAMU TO KIKU YUHI NI UNADARETE HIMAWARI
From far away heard

of friend’s illness
sunflower drooping in setting sun

KUON NO TOMO NO KOE KIKU YOO KESA NO AKIKAZE

As if | hear

eternal voice of friend

this morning’s autumn wind

KUSHI N1 MATSUWARU SHIROKI KAMI MO WABISHIKI AKIASA

Coiled in comb
wretched gray hair
autumn morning

173

From: Violet Matsuda de Cristoforo: May Sky. There is Always Tomorrow. (Sun & Moon 1997)




Dr. Koike sent me a greasewood cane. 1t was such an unusual item
that the camp officials and my colleagues gathered around and made
a big fuss over it. [ also received the Minidoka Irrigator and read Doc’
article about the Idaho mountains in the Christmas issue. But it seems
to me there’s no more scenic place than here. For the past couple of
days the ice-fog has been so beautiful, and unlike ordinary snow it forms
an icy bloom on every exposed surface. I often wish I had a camera to
record this scenery.

Tomorrow is my birthday.

Cold greetings my birthday in Missoula.

Twao

_ 96
Jan. 14, 1943

[Translated from Japanese|
Dear Hanaye,

How is your condition? Try not to be concerned about anything and
live each day without care. Did you receive my package I sent before
Christmas? 1 didn’t let you know about it in advance, so I'm worried
that it might have been lost.

Several days ago the Spanish vice-consul from San Francisco was here
and interviewed us. The Spanish government is acting as an intermediary
between Japan and the United States. According to him the family camp
in Texas is just about completed. He plans to visit your camp too and
may inquire about you because I told him about us.

The winter in Montana isn’t as cold as last year. I'm still in my B.V.D's.
The fellows admire me for being so robust. Yet when the temperature
nears the freezing point, I do feel a bit cold. The temperature is above
freezing today for a change, so everybody is saying it’s warm. I feel that
about 35 degrees is just about right. The fact that there’s no wind makes
it easier to withstand the cold, I'm sure. It must be warmer at your place
than here, isn’t it? Do be very careful that you don’t slip when there’s a
freeze.

Please give my best to Aunt, Tsune-san family, Doc, Cora,
Yamaoka-san, and the others.

MAlONE 11 a MAaKEesnIIT TUrrow

I gaze at the ceiling.

We leave and enter the barrack
reading a thermometer.

When sun shines and snow flowers
scatter, it is three o'clock.

With ink brush I draw
winter mist of the Missoula mountains.

Iwao
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Iwao to Hanaye, January 18, 1943. Note occasional use of difficult-to-translate words
in English.
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|  Alien Registration card 1942. AII alIEFIS living in the Umted States were reqmred to hold
warlime identification.
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| Iwao Matsushita’s Alien Heglsu'anon card was lssued January 7 1944 prior o his parole
to the Minidoka Relocation Center.

.“Wl-—

From: Louis Fiset: Imprisoned Apart. The World War Il Correspondence of an Issei
Couple. (University of Washington Press 1997)
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JAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT

Answer the following questions!
(source: http://www.asianamericanmedia.org/jainternment/index.html)

1. What is Japanese American internment?

2. When did it happen and how long did it last?

3. Was internment justified?

4. What is Executive Order 9066 and who signed it?

5. Name at least 5 internment camps!

6. What was life in camp like?

7. What was the loyalty questionnaire and what was its result?

8. Why were the Nisei outraged by questions no. 27 and 28?

9. What is a No-No boy?



Name:

M14

10. Name and explain briefly the four challenges to the constitutionality of the curfew,
mass removal and internment!

11. What are the 442nd RCT and the 100th Infantry Batallion? What do you know about
Japanese American involvement in the MIS?

12. What was the dilemma for the Nisei who served in the United States Army?

13. What was the impact of internment on the Japanese American community?

14. Explain what the term redress refers to!

15. What are the coram nobis cases ?

16. What is the Day of Remembrance?
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JAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT

. What is Japanese American internment?

After the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941, President Roosevelt signed E.O. 9066,
authorizing the removal and incarceration of over 110.000 Japanese Americans. Two
thirds of them were American citizens and almsot half of them were children.
Internment applied only to the Japanese living on the West Coast of the United States
mainland. The Japanese Americans living in Hawai'i were not interned (and couldn’t
have been because on the one hand there were too many to evacuate from the island,
and, on the other hand, they were needed as a work force)

Internment was actually the culmination of a history of racial discrimination against
Asians begun in the mid-1800s.

. When did it happen and how long did it last?

Beginning with FBI raids in early 1942, the US government began to increasingly
restrict the rights of Japanese Americans, both first generation Japanese citizens and
second generation American citizens.

On February 19th, 1942 Executive Order 9066 was signed.

Some Japanese Americans could leave the camps as early as a few months after
their arrival (for studies, work, etc.). Others stayed there until 1946.

. Was internment justified?

No. It has been proved that the government had their own evidence that Japanese
Americans posed no military threat.

The alleged military threat to homeland security was invented because Japanese
Americans had become way too visible and prosperous, which is why certain
Americans hated them.

. What is Executive Order 9066 and who signed it?

E.O. 9066 was signed on Feb 19th, 1942 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, based
on General DeWitts recommendations.

It authorized the Army to "designate military areas" from which "any persons may be
excluded." The words "Japanese,"or "Japanese Americans" never appeared in the
Order. But the intent of the command was used only against persons of Japanese
ancestry.

As a consequence of E.O. 9066 the mass removal of persons of Japanese ancestry
was initiated, based on the pretext of “military necessity,” a justification which later
proved groundless and without evidence

Name at least 5 internment camp T e I

DN o Missouts 1 jonth oakota } M
Tule Lake Ry Lo e 4
Minidoka '
Manzanar
Topaz g — ) b
Heart Mountan P memee e

I Aloupe - .
D amizowa 1 s i ! | ARKANSAS

! .
Yy oMayer | wEw mexico i
)

© ASSEMBLY CENTERS .
» RELOCATION CENTERS N {
o JUSTICE DEPARTMENT \

INTERNMENT CAMPS "~ Crysial City
a CITIZEN ISOLATION CAMPS N

EXZ] Military Area 2 or “Free Zone” until March 29, 1942 \
gy Military Area 1 - February 19, 1942 ..,

From Michd Weghm's Years of Infamry. the Untold Story of Amerioa's Conoentration Carnps, Marrow, New York, 1976. . 5.
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6. What was life in camp like?

Assembly centers (15)

Numbers instead of names

Could bring what they could carry

Housed in horse stalls under unsanitary conditions or in barracks

toilet and bathing facilities were communal and devoid of privacy.

Barbed wire fences and armed guard towers with guns facing toward the inmates
surrounded these compounds

Inmates stood in line for everything, including meals, latrines, supplies and services.
Meals were nutritionally inadequate, medical care, minimal.

However: inmates helped organize essential services. They worked in the camp
offices, canteens, mess halls, hospitals, and schools, among other places, and
earned wages, paid with script, of $8 to $16 per month for a 44-hour week.

Permanent WAR Camps (10)

Location: isolated inland areas in vast, sandy deserts or swamp lands - dust storms,
bitter cold winters, and sizzling summers

Camps were prisons, fenced in with barbed wire and guarded by military police
instead of the promised “resettlement camps*

Whole families lived in single rooms with no furniture except for cots and a pot-bellied
stove

recreational activities to prevent violence

Family life deteriorated because children were encouraged to spend time away from
the family "home."

Parental authority diminished

anger erupted among the internees - violence, demonstrations, riots

What was the loyalty questionnaire and what was its result?

labelled “applications for leave clearance®

provoked the greatest upheaval within the camps

all inmates older than 17 had to complete the questionnaire

its result was the segregation of those who had answered no-no to questions no.
27/28 to Tule Lake and the splitting up of families

about 18.000 people were sent to Tule Lake, about two thirds of them were Nisei

Why were the Nisei outraged by questions no. 27 and 287

these questions were intended to separate the “loyal” from the “disloyal®

Question no. 27: "Are you willing to serve in the armed forces of the United States on
combat duty wherever ordered?"

Question no. 28: "Will you swear unqualified allegiance to the United States of
America and faithfully defend the United States from any or all attack by foreign or
domestic forces, and forswear any form of allegiance or obedience to the Japanese
emperor, or any other foreign government, power, or organization?"

The Nisei were outraged because their loyalty to their home country was questioned
and they feared separation from their families because their Issei parents might
answer differently than they

The Issei were in a difficult position: they were being asked to renounce allegiance to
the only country of which they were citizens, yet they could not become American
citizens - would be homeless
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9. What is a No-No boy?

- someone who answered no-no to questions no. 27 and 28 of the loyalty questionnaire
- cf. book by John Okada: No No Boy

10. Name

and explain briefly the four challenges to the constitutionality of the

curfew, mass removal and internment!

- Hirabayashi vs. United States (1943)

Gordon Hirabayashi, a second generation Japanese American, born and
raised in Washington, was a senior at the University of Washington.
Hirabayashi was arrested and convicted on two counts, one for violating
General DeWitt's curfew order, and two, for failing to register at a control
center to prepare for departure to an "assembly" center.

- Yasui vs. United States (1943)

Minoru Yasui was an American born citizen of Japanese ancestry, a graduate
of the University of Oregon Law School, a U.S. Army reserve officer, an
attorney and active member of the Japanese American Citizens League.
Yasui challenged the curfew orders on the grounds of racial discrimination. He
served nine months in solitary confinement while awaiting trial.

- Korematsu vs. United States (1944)

- Expart

Born and raised in Oakland, California, Fred Korematsu tried to enlist in the
Navy, but was denied because of his Japanese ancestry. At the outbreak of
World War I, he was dismissed from his job as a welder at a San Leandro
shipyard, due to his Japanese ancestry.

Korematsu ignored the evacuation orders so that he could be with his fiancee.
He was arrested by the FBI and after spending two and a half years in jail,
found guilty of violating the evacuation orders and put on five years probation.
Korematsu was then taken into custody by the Military Police was sent to sent
to an assembly center.

e Endo (1944)

In 1942, the California State Highway Commission in Sacramento, California
dismissed Mitsuye Endo from her civil service stenographer job and the
military ordered her to a detention center. She was a U.S. citizen and had a
brother serving in the U.S. Army.

Her attorney, James Purcell, filed a writ of habeas corpus on her behalf,
contending that the War Relocation Authority had not rights to detain a loyal
American citizen who was innocent of the various allegations the Army had
used to justify the eviction and incarceration.

On December 18, 1944, the Supreme Court ruled unanimously that Endo
"should be given her liberty" and released from custody, since her loyalty was
clearly established.

This case triggered the end of mass internment and the reopening of the West
Coast for resettlement

11. What are the 442nd RCT and the 100th Infantry Batallion? What do you know
about Japanese American involvement in the MIS?

- indJanu

ary 1944 the military draft for Japanese Americans was reinstated

- some Nisei men resisted the draft because they wouldn’t fight in the army of a country

who ha
- 442nd:
Comba

d imprisoned their families > they were sent to prison
Several thousand volunteers served in the all-Nisei 442nd Regimental
t Team (RCT).

100th Infantry Battalion: composed of many Japanese Americans from Hawaii,
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both fought brilliantly overseas in Europe and suffered tremendous casualties; they
were the most highly decorated units in U.S. history

Many Niseo served on the front lines as translators and interpreters in the Military
Intelligence Service (MIS) in the Pacific war

Nisei women also served in the Women's Auxiliary Corps (WAC's).

12. What was the dilemma for the Nisei who served in the United States Army?

they fought for a country that was still imprisoning their families

13. What was the impact of internment on the Japanese American community?

economic loss

emotional trauma

splitting up of families

communities had to be rebuilt > fewer than before (today: 3!)

the Nisei who had grown up in the internment camps had to deal with a lot of
problems - hardly any of them talked about their lives in camp with their children
involvement in politics began (> brought about the 1952 Walter-McCarran Act
allowing for naturalization of Asian immigrants)

during the 1960s, the Sansei (third generation) began to fight for social justice (cf.
Third World Student Strikes, Vietham War protests)

there are still Sansei and Yonsei (4th generation), however, who continue to search
for a sense of cultural identity and historical integrity both destroyed during WWII

. Explain what the term redress refers to!

beginning in the late 1970s a few Nisei and an increasing number of Sansei
demanded a government apology and individual reparations for internment

in 1988 the Civil Rights Liberties Act brought an official government apology and the
promise of a redress payment of $20.000 to each surviving internee

15. What are the coram nobis cases ?

16.

coram nobis cases (from the Latin "in our presence", usually translated in context as
"the error before us") are petitions to the court in its capacity of a Court of Equity to
correct a previous error "of the most fundamental character" to "achieve justice"
where "no other remedy" is available

a legal team led by Sansei attorneys filed these cases based on newly discovered
government records which documented the Justice Department’s deliberate
suppression of evidence in the Hirabayashi v. United States (1943), Yasui v. United
States (1943) and Korematsu v. United States (1944) cases, thus challenging the
verdicts

all three decisions were overturned, proving in court what Japanese Americans had
known and felt in their hearts for decades

What is the Day of Remembrance?

many communities and campuses commemorate annually the day E.O. 9066 was
signed by President Roosevelt

Although DOR is a commemoration of a dark chapter in American history, it has been
transformed into a celebration of the courage, dignity and persistence of the internees.
The act of remembering this history — especially the courage and dignity of the Issei
and Nisei — has often rekindled the commitment of younger generations and the
broader public to take personal responsibility for assuring that such an injustice is
never repeated -- against any group of people.
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The Murder of Vincent Chin (1982)

Who
Where
When
What
Why

Outcome

Reactions

: Vincent Chin (victim)

Ron Ebens & Michael Nitz (murderers)

: Detroit
: 19/06/1982 (night of his bachelor party)
: Chin murdered with baseball bat by an autoworker and

his stepson (both white)

: Chinese American mistaken for Japanese

Japan blamed for America’s sagging auto industry

1 1 life taken

3 years probation, $ 3.700 fine

: Asian Americans infuriated

demonstrations (= Portsmouth Square Rally, SF)

- Asian American Movement / first Asian American
coalition (“This is an issue that unites all AA®)
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Los Angeles Times, March 20th, 1991
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A Senseless and Tragic Killing
New tension for Korean-American and African-American communities

The kiling of 15-year-old Latasha Harlins
presents a new challenge to African-Americans
and Korean-Americans of this city. The fatal
shooting of the African-American teen-ager by
a Korean shopkeeper threatens to put new
strains on relations between the two
communities.

When Latasha entered Soon Ja Du's store in
South Los Angeles, she was going to buy a
bottle of orange juice. Du shot the teen-ager,
after Du believed that Latasha was trying to
steal the juice, Du's son said. A security
camera videotape of the incident last Saturday
reportedly shows otherwise. Police said the
videotape corroborated witness accounts that
Latasha had put the juice in her knapsack but
was approaching the store counter with money
in her hand. After a brief scuffle with Du,
Latasha threw the orange juice on the counter
and was heading out of the store when Du
shot her in the back of the head, police said.

"There was no attempt at shoplifting. There
was no robbery. There was no

crime at all," said Police Cmdr. Michael J.
Bostic. Du was arrested on suspicion of
murder.

The police have described the incident as a
"business dispute," moving quickly to try to
deflate rumors that the shooting was racially
motivated. Leaders of the African-American
and Korean-American communities met
immediately and jointly expressed shock at the
shooting. "This senseless loss of a young girl's
life reflects the worst type of violence
perpetuated upon a consumer by a merchant,”
according to a joint statement.

The shooting should not be allowed to set back
efforts begun in 1986 to ease tensions
between African-American residents and
Korean-American merchants in South-Central
Los Angeles. Cultural misunderstandings and
racial myths have long sparked black-Korean
conflict, here and in other cities nationwide. It's
significant that both Koreans and blacks have
condemned this tragic shooting. That's a start,
but the fragile relationship between the two
communities cries out for more concentrated

attention.
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By Ishle Yi Park

by hair into riot

for a crime

they did not commit -

who watched and did nothing?

the mile high cameras hover,

they zoom in, dub it:

war of blacks & koreans

then watch us rip

each other to red tendons for scraps
in the city that they abandoned,

a silence white as white silence

and we have no jesse

no martin no malcolm

no al, no eloquent, rapid tongue

just fathers, with thick-tongues

and children, too young to carry more
than straw broomstick and hefty bag.
all the women cry

and they hurl what is not already shattered.

but two mornings later,

they march over ashes

dust licking their proud ankles
30,000 koreans

sing in a language that

most will never master

a tribute song

to those who came before
and those who will march after
we shall overcome

someday.

M17

koreans mark disaster
with numbers.

April 29, 1992.

fire. if | touch

the screen my fingers
will singe or sing.

we watch grainy reels of a black
man flopping on concrete

arched, kicked, and nightsticked,
rodney king.

here | rub my own tender

wrists, ask my mother unanswerable
questions -

why are the cops doing this?

my mother will answer simply, and
wisely, because those cops are bad.
of the looters, because they are mad.
But why hurt us - she chokes
Because, Ishle, we live close enough.
While l.a.p.d. ring beverly hills like a
moat,

They won't answer rings from south
central

furious and consistent as rain.
where did they hide, our women -
under what oil-stained

chevy did they breathe life?

who pulled them
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: 21st Century Manzanar
(Really Great Books 2002)

Perry Miyake
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Perry Miyake: 21st Century Manzanar
(Really Great Books 2002)
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Recent Racism & Discrimination
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"The fact is that it's news all over the world. That
you know, you can imagine in China it's like:
'‘Ching chong ... ching chong. Danny DeVito,
ching chong, chong, chong, chong. Drunk. "The
View."' Ching chong,"

"Well, you know, | hate gay people. | let it be
known | don'’t like gay people. | don’t like to be
around gay people. I'm homophobic. It shouldn’t
be in the world, in the United States, | don'’t like
it."

Asian-Americans: The Drive to Excel
(Newsweek)

Japanese Heritage Nets Local Boy Fun Camping Trip
MANZANAR, Calif. April 8 — While the bulk of Americans
are out sweating for the war effort, young Kenny Matsuda
and milions of other lucky Japanese Americans will get to
idle away the time at specially constructed camps, thanks
to the War Relocation Authority. (The Onion)

Hate Crime Charges Filed In J-Town Murders

The San Francisco District Attorney’s Office has added
hate crime allegations to a triple-murder case involving a
white defendant and three Asian victims. Joseph Melcher,
25, is accused of killing two people on Oct. 21, one inside
a Japantown bar and another outside near Peace Plaza in
Japantown. (Nichi Bei Times Weekly March 29, 2007)




Recent Racism & Discrimination

“Ching Chong“ by Ted Baxter and Max Cortlander

ragtime piano song, 1917

Way out in old San Fran, there is a Chinaman
Who's known for miles around;

Wonderful place he keeps, down where he eats and sleeps,

Way underneath the ground!

Each night the festive chinks come there to wink and blink,

And dream away the hours.

They sing this funny song while they are borne along

On beds of poppy flow'rs:

"Ching, Chong, Oh Mister Ching Chong,
You are the king of Chinatown.

Ching Chong, | love your sing-song,
When you have turned the lights all down;
Ching Chong, just let me swing long,
Through the realms of Drowsy Land;
Dreaming while stars are beaming,

Oh Mister Ching Chong, sing-song man."

When you're in Frisco Town don't fail to drop around

And see this Ching Chong man.

Wonderful things you'll learn down where the torches burn,

He'll show you all he can.

Then when the time is ripe he'll fill your little pipe
And then a light he'll bring.

Gently you'll float away far out on Slumber Bay,
And softly you will sing:

"Ching Chong, Oh Mister Ching Chong,

You are the king of Chinatown.

Ching Chong, | love your sing-song,

When you have turned the lights all down;
Ching Chong, just let me swing long,

Through the realms of Drowsy Land;

Dreaming while stars are beaming,

Oh Mister Ching Chong, sing-song man."

Nursery Rhymes

Ching Chong Chinaman sitting on the grass,
Along came a bumblebee and stung him on his..
Ask no questions, tell no lies,

| saw a policeman doing up his...

flies are a nuisance, bugs are even worse,

And this is the end of my silly little verse.

Ching chong chinaman went to milk a cow.
Ching chong chinaman didnt know how.

Ching chong chinaman pulled the wrong tit.
Ching chong chinaman got covered in shit.

Chin chin chinaman bought a little shop
And all he sold was peppermint rock
He wee'd in a bottle and called it pop
Chin chin chinaman bought a little shop

Ching Chong Chinaman sitting on the fence,
Trying to make a dollar out of 55 cents

But he missed,

Missed,

Just like this.

F12/M21

Japan: Jan Ken Pon (LA« 1T A - 1ZA)
USA: Rock, Paper, Scissors

Slidafrika: Ching Chong Chow

Frankreich: Pierre, Feuille, Ciseaux

Korea: Gaw, Bawi, Bo

(Sud)Deutschland: Schnick, Schnack, Schnuck
Deutschland: u.a. Ching Chang Chung



“Ching Chong“ by Ted Baxter and Max Cortlander

ragtime piano song, 1917

Way out in old San Fran, there is a Chinaman
Who's known for miles around;

Wonderful place he keeps, down where he eats and sleeps,

Way underneath the ground!

Each night the festive chinks come there to wink and blink,

And dream away the hours.

They sing this funny song while they are borne along

On beds of poppy flow'rs:

"Ching, Chong, Oh Mister Ching Chong,
You are the king of Chinatown.

Ching Chong, | love your sing-song,
When you have turned the lights all down;
Ching Chong, just let me swing long,
Through the realms of Drowsy Land;
Dreaming while stars are beaming,

Oh Mister Ching Chong, sing-song man."

When you're in Frisco Town don't fail to drop around

And see this Ching Chong man.

Wonderful things you'll learn down where the torches burn,

He'll show you all he can.

Then when the time is ripe he'll fill your little pipe
And then a light he'll bring.

Gently you'll float away far out on Slumber Bay,
And softly you will sing:

"Ching Chong, Oh Mister Ching Chong,

You are the king of Chinatown.

Ching Chong, | love your sing-song,

When you have turned the lights all down;
Ching Chong, just let me swing long,

Through the realms of Drowsy Land;

Dreaming while stars are beaming,

Oh Mister Ching Chong, sing-song man."

Nursery Rhymes

Ching Chong Chinaman sitting on the grass,
Along came a bumblebee and stung him on his..
Ask no questions, tell no lies,

| saw a policeman doing up his...

flies are a nuisance, bugs are even worse,

And this is the end of my silly little verse.

Ching chong chinaman went to milk a cow.
Ching chong chinaman didnt know how.

Ching chong chinaman pulled the wrong tit.
Ching chong chinaman got covered in shit.

Chin chin chinaman bought a little shop
And all he sold was peppermint rock
He wee'd in a bottle and called it pop
Chin chin chinaman bought a little shop

Ching Chong Chinaman sitting on the fence,
Trying to make a dollar out of 55 cents

But he missed,

Missed,

Just like this.
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Asian Leaders Angered by Rosie O'Donnell's
'Ching Chong' Comments

NEW YORK "The View" co-host is in hot water
for using the expression "ching chong" to
describe Chinese people talking about Danny
DeVito's drunken appearance on her show.

"The fact is that it's news all over the world. That
you know, you can imagine in China it's like:
'Ching chong ... ching chong. Danny DeVito,
ching chong, chong, chong, chong. Drunk. 'The
View.' Ching chong," O'Donnell said on a Dec. 5
episode of "The View."

The statement didn't sit well with John C. Liu, a
New York City councilman, who fired off a letter
to "View" co-host Barbara Walters.

"The 'ching-chong' bit is not a trivial matter," Liu
told FOXNews.com. "It really hits a raw nerve for
many people in the community — many like
myself, who grew up with these kinds of taunts.
We all know that it never ends at the taunts.”

Liu isn't the only one offended.

The Asian American Journalists Association
called O'Donnell's comments a "mockery" that
gives "the impression that [Asian Americans] are
a group that is substandard to English-speaking
people."

Liu said his office has received complaints from
around the New York area following the
appearance. He directed his letter to Walters

M22

instead of O'Donnell because as producer of the
show, he said, she ought to know better.

"It's just stupidity, and it's stupidity that justifies a
response," Liu said of O'Donnell's behavior,
adding the comments came "from someone who
has been indignant herself when it comes to
comments made by other people where she has
perceived it as being negative against a
particular community."

In November, O'Donnell made up with Kelly Ripa,
co-host of "Live With Regis and Kelly," after
accusing her of homophobia for pushing Clay
Aiken's hand away from her mouth on the
program.

O'Donnell remains unfazed.

"She's a comedian in addition to being a talk
show co-host," Cindi Berger, O'Donnell's
spokeswoman, said in a statement. "l certainly
hope that one day they will be able to grasp her
humor."

On Dec. 8, O'Donnell wrote in her blog "it was
not my intent to mock." She clarified her position
on Dec. 10, calling the bit "comedy."

"I do many accents and probably will continue
to," she wrote. "My mom in law impression
offends some southerners. What can u do? |
come in peace."

O'Donnell is not the first comedian to raise the
ire of the Asian-American community.

In 2001, Sarah Silverman told a joke on "Late
Night With Conan O'Brien" that had the punch
line "I love Chinks."

The NBC program issued an apology to Guy
Aoki, the president of the Media Action Network
for Asian Americans, following Silverman's
appearance.

Liu is still waiting for an apology for O'Donnell's
comments.

"I think an acknowledgement that it was a
mistake would be very much appreciated by the
community," he said.

source: Foxnews Monday, December 11, 2006 http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,235842,00.html

s. also: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0qINiw6ub5U
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Japanese Heritage Nets Local Boy Fun Camping Trip

Lucky camper Kenny Matsuda \}ve‘luit»ing_for the train to Camp Manzanar

MANZANAR, Calif. April 8 — While the
bulk of Americans are out sweating for
the war effort, young Kenny Matsuda
and milions of other lucky Japanese
Americans will get to idle away the
time at specially constructed camps,
thanks to the War Relocation Authority.

Campers will enjoy such activities as
capture-the-flag, group sing-alongs
and random interrogations.

‘I do not understand what | have
done,” said Kenny after a busy day of

Source: The Onion April 9th, 2007

fun camping activities left him
exhausted. “The guards say | am here
for my protection, but | cannot leave
and go back to my home. And my
mommy and daddy are crying every
day.”

Kenny complains of meals, stern
treatment from camp authorities and
cramped, prisonl-ike sleeping quarters.

Ah, young campers. They complain
now , but when the bus comes to pick
them up, theyll be crying to stay.

(http://www.theonion.com/content/history/april_9 1942)
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Hate Crime Charges Filed In J-Town Murders

The San Francisco District Attorney’s Office has
added hate crime allegations to a triple-murder
case involving a white defendant and three Asian
victims. Joseph Melcher, 25, is accused of killing
two people on Oct. 21, one inside a Japantown
bar and another outside near Peace Plaza in
Japantown.

Prosecutors also claim that Melcher is
responsible for an apparently random road rage
incident two months earlier. The hate crime
allegations tie all three homicides together
because the victims were of the same ethnicity,
race and national origin while Melcher is of
European decent, Assistant District Attorney Eric
Fleming said March 23 in court.

Witnesses claim that at the time of at least one of
the incidents, Melcher yelled out not to mess with
“Johnny Boy, whitey San Francisco coke dealer.”
Melcher's defense lawyer, Deputy Public
Defender Gabriel Bassan, vehemently denied the
allegations and maintained that his client is not
guilty on all charges. If convicted of the hate
crime allegations, Melcher would spend the rest
of his life in prison. Allegations of multiple murder
would also make him eligible for life in prison.

Police said Melcher killed Robert Stanford, 21,
and shot Stanford’s 16-year-old friend as they
were leaving the Portola neighborhood home
where they had been playing Monopoly into the
early hours of Aug. 27. Stanford’s stepfather,
David Garrison, said outside court that the hate
crimes are a long time in coming. “l really wanted
them to file it from the get-go,” Garrison said.

Source: Nichi Bei Times Weekly March 29, 2007

“This is the worst thing that can happen to a
family. | mean, it was such a completely random
thing.” Melcher apparently didn't know Stanford
or the two other homicide victims he allegedly
shot in Japantown.

In the Japantown incident, police said Melcher
shot and killed 34-year-old Song Sun Lee with a
semi-automatic handgun inside The Flow bar at
1704 Post St. An unidentified female bartender
also sustained injuries but survived. Once outside,
according to police and witnesses, Melcher
approached Kam Yan Li, 22, asked him
something and then opened fire. Li, who friends
fondly called Steven, died the next day.

Homicide inspectors Maureen D’Amico and
Michael Johnson began looking into a link to the
killings after they noticed the description of
Melcher fit the description given in Stanford’s
murder. They also noticed the same caliber
weapon was used in both shootings and that
ballistic evidence confirmed the match: a gun
registered to Melcher in Los Angeles.

According to police, Stanford was killed occurred
around 2:30 a.m. on Aug. 27 near the
intersection of San Bruno Avenue and Burrows
Street. Stanford and his friend were leaving
Stanford’s girlfriend’s house in their car when a
small red vehicle blocked their way. The driver of
the red car got out and fired on the two men,
killing Stanford and injuring his friend. Police only
speculated at the time that the killing was a road
rage incident.

(http://www.nichibeitimes.com/articles/news.php?subaction=showfull&id=1175199288&archive=&start

from=&ucat=18&)
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ABC by Gene Yang

WHA--2!
CONFUCIUS SAY,
"HUBBA-HUBBA!"

SUCH PLETTY
AMELLICAN GIRL WIFF
BOUNTIFUL AMELLICAN
BOSOM! MUST BIND
FEET AND BEAR CHIN-
KEE'S CHILDREN!

; AN, AS
CONFUCIUS
SAY,RAZY DOG
MAKE FOR
GOO0 STEW.

MENT 15 DESERVED,
CHIN-KEE TOL'
COUSIN DANEE NO

COME TO SCHOOL
RATE, -

NOW CHIN-KEE
GO TO RIBLALY TO FIND
AMELLICAN GIRL TO BIND
FEET AND BEAR CHIN-
KEE'S CHILDREN!

HA HA!

DIS DAY SO FUN,
COUSIN DA-NEE!
CHIN-KEE S0 RV
AMELLICAN
SCHOOL!

COUSIN DA-NEE
COME TOQ AFTER
DETENTION?
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Who killed Vincent Chin?

[Music]

Welcome to the first part of our three part documentary series on Asian
Americans and racism.
Today, June 19th, 2007, marks the 25th anniversary of Vincent Chin’s death.

[The Vincent Chin case1]

Even though we know who the actual killers of Vincent Chin were — the two men
who paid each a little over $ 3.000 for having taken the life of a Chinese
American — one question remains unanswered ... Looking back at 125 years of
institutionalized racism against Asian Americans in the US one cannot help but
wonder: Who killed Vincent Chin? Two individuals or a whole society?

Chinese Americans were the first Asians to emigrate in large numbers to the
United States in the mid-19th century and they were the first to be excluded by
law. The were followed by the Japanese, the Koreans, and the Filipinos who
ended up sharing their fate. Even during the time when the 1924 Quota Act had
almost entirely stopped Asian immigration to America the Asian Americans who
had settled in the US had to endure further discrimination.

The passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act finally outlawed discrimination based
on race, skin color, religion, sex or national origin. However, discrimination did
not stop. It just took more subtle forms and has, until this day, not ceased to
exist. And Vincent Chin was just one among many victims.

In the next 40 minutes we will trace the discriminatory practices against Asian
Americans that indirectly led to Vincent Chin’s death back to their beginning in
1882 and will follow its course up to the present day.

We will start our exploration of the relationship between Asian Americans and
racism by taking a brief look at the immigration history of the four most prominent
Asian American groups, Chinese Americans, Japanese Americans, Korean
American and Filipino Americans. We will the go on to have a closer look at
institutionalized racism and in how far it has been a part of the history of each of
the four Asian American groups. Today we will hear about Japanese American
internment during World War Il and the 1982 Vincent Chin murder.

Each part of this historical overview will be followed by recent Asian American
literary and artistic responses to the injustices done. German high school
students will join in with their own reactions.

We will now hear a brief overview of Chinese American history by Julia Faigle
and Alexander Pogacnik, two experts on the topic.

[The Chinese in America]

After the exclusion of the Chinese in 1882, the next group of Asian immigrants
were the Japanese. Anneka Merz and Bianca Hoffmann have prepared a short
summary of Japanese American history for us ...

[Japanese Americans]

Since Korea was a colony of Japan at the beginning of the 20th century, Korean
American history is inextricably linked to Japanese American history. Let’'s hear
what Nadine Muck and Julia Hildt can tell us about this...

[Korean Americans]

The last group of Asian immigrants to legally be allowed to enter the United
States were Filipino Americans. Let's hear why the 1924 Quota Act did not stop
their immigration and in how far Filipinos have contributed to the American
society.
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[Filipino Americans]

We have now heard a lot about all kinds of racist laws and exclusionary tactics
against Asian Americans. Those laws and regulations are all part of what is
called in legal terms “Institutionalized Racism.*

Institutionalized Racism is racial discrimination by governments or companies
through laws, rules, policies, and regulations in public and private matters which
are color-coded and “racialize” society. Stokely Carmichael, a black civil rights
activist of the late 1960s, described it as "the collective failure of an organisation
to provide an appropriate and professional service to people because of their
colour, culture or ethnic origin."

All groups of Asian Americans have been victims of institutionalized racism. The
most shocking examples date back to a 60-year-period beginning in 1942,
Japanese Americans were the first to be victimized when they were interned
during WW Il. The 1982 Vincent Chin case, even though it united all Asian
Americans, brought with it another form of institutionalized racism, this time
aimed at Chinese Americans. Korean Americans had to feel the consequences
of institutionalized racism against African Americans during the 1992 L.A. Race
Riots, and a great number of Filipino Americans lost their jobs after 9/11
because it was feared that they could be terrorists, too, since a lot of Filipinos in
the Philippines are Muslims.

Let's hear a little more about Japanese American Internment now. | hand over
the microphone to Caterina Kiefer and Aranka Neufeld, our experts on Japanese
American internment.

[JA internment]

Japanese Americans have responded in different ways to this treatment. Here is
an extract of No-No Boy by John Okada

[Extract from No-No Boy]

Even more famous Japanese Americans, like George Takei, talk about the time
they spent in the camps in their autobiographies. This shows what deep impact
the dark chapter in American history had on everybody concerned. Listen to a
short extract of Takei’s autobiography To the Stars.

[Extract from To the Stars read by Takei]

Here is what German highschool students thought when they first learned about
the camps

[Responses]

Tragic, isn't it? Especially because even the contemporary Japanese American
community is still traumatized by what happened more than 60 years ago.

We already heard who Vincent Chin was and what happened to him in 1982.
Now let's hand over once more to Manuel Luippold and Robert Wirt so they can
explain a little more in detail what this murder had to do with institutionalized
racism.

[Beitrag Vincent Chin case 2]

Responses

Thank you, Manuel and Robert.

This is it for today, dear listeners. Tune in again next week to learn more about
Asian Americans and racism in part two of our three part series entitled Who
killed Vincent Chin?

[Musik]
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[Musik]

Welcome back for another episode of our three part documentary series Who
killed Vincent Chin. Last week we have learned about the immigration history of
several groups of Asian Americans and about Institutionalized Racism up to the
1980s.

Today we will hear more on Institutionalized Racism from the 90s to today.

10 years after the Vincent Chin murder another tragic event marked the face of
ethnic America. These were the L.A. Race Riots, spurred by racial tensions
between African Americans and Korean Americans, as well as the verdicts in the
killing of Latasha Harlins by a Korean American shopowner and the beating of
Rodney King by four white policemen but really a sign of much deeper sitting
problems in American society.

| welcome Robert Schmidt and Andreas Fehst who will tell us more about both
an outsider’s view of the riots, as well as the Korean American perspective of
what happened.

The L.A. raceriots are forever to be remembered by the Korean American
community as Sai-I-Gu which means April 29th in Korean.

[Gedicht Sai-I-Gu]

Here is a response poem by Sarah Weck.

Now let's hear what German highschool students have to say...
Responses

Thank you. Now let’s turn to the most recent example of institutionalized racism
that dates back to the beginning of the 21st century. llja Welzel, Severin
Finkbeiner, and Patrick Streicher will explain what happened and how Filipinos
reacted.

[Beitrag Filipino layoffs]

Again, let's hear the reaction of German highschool students on this recent
injustice.

Responses

After having heard a lot about how Asian Americans were the victims of racist
hate crimes and institutionalized racism, let's now turn to the massacre caused
by a Korean American student at Virginia Tech on April 16th, 2007. Let’'s have a
look at what happened, who the killer was and why he committed the crime. This
will be followed by voices from the Korean American community that will show
us, among others, what 125 years of institutionalized racism can do to an ethnic
group. Here are Fabian Schaufele and Sebastian Schlaich with their background
story...

[Beitrag Virginia Tech massacre]
A survey among German high school students showed that most were shocked
by what happened. Nevertheless, there is a tendency to think positive because

none believed this could actually happen at their school.

[Reactions from students]
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Despite the great impact of institutionalized racism on the Asian American
community, let’s not forget that besides this form of racism Asian Americans are
also faced with racism in their daily lives, both as individuals and as members of
a certain ethnic or racial group. Benjamin Weber and Christian Hartmann have
collected a few examples of racist and other discriminatory slurs against Asian
Americans and others who are different. They will also explain how the Asian
American community reacted to these verbal attacks.

[Beitrag Recent Racism]

Thank you, Benjamin and Christian.

We have now learned a lot about Asian Americans. But what about the Asians
who are living among us in Germany? What are their views and experiences in
Germany and with racism?

Sarah Weck, an American exchange student, has interviewed Rosa Liu and
Liyun Chen, both of Chinese heritage but with very different backgrounds,
identities, and experiences.

[Beitrag Interview Liyun, Rosa, Sarah]
Thank you, Sarah, Liyun, and Rosa!

This is it for today, dear listeners. Tune in again next week to learn more about
Asian Americans and racism in part three of our three part series entitled Who
killed Vincent Chin?

[Musik]

[Musik]

Welcome back for the last episode of our three part documentary series Who
killed Vincent Chin. Last week we have learned about Institutionalized Racism
from the 1990s to today, as well as about recent racism in the media. We also
heard about how recent events, like the Virginia Tech Massacre, influence the
Asian American community.

Today we have two special guest, Perry Miyake and Shawn Wong. They belong
to the group of Asian Americans who have decided to dedicate their lives to
educating people about what it means to be Asian Americans. Perry Miyake,
Japanese American writer from Los Angeles, and Shawn Wong, Chinese
American writer and professor at the University of Washington in Seattle, have
been kind enough to answer a few questions for us about their lives, identities,
experiences, and work as educators and artists. The interview was conducted by
Frank Erne. But first let's hear extracts of Perry Miyake's 21st Century Manzanar
and Shawn Wong’'s Homebase.

[Beitrag Extracts 21st Century Manzanar, Homebase]

Now, let’'s see what Shawn Wong and Perry Miyake have to say ...

[Beitrag Interviews w/ Shawn Wong/Perry Miyake]

Thank you Frank, Shawn, and Perry.

Our time is almost over, so let’s look back at the past 120 minutes and 125 years

of discrimination against Asian Americans. Here are Sarah Weck and Liyun
Chen with a short summary of what we have learned over the past few weeks.
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In this documentary series we gave you a real look behind racism, starting with a
brief background of Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and Filipino Americans
including the horrible period of Japanese Internment. We looked at effects of
racism in the 20th century, including the cases of Vincent Chin, Rodney King,
and Latasha Harlins.

Concerning racism occurring in our current generation, we dug into Filipino layoff
cases, the Virginia Tech massacre, and other recent cases in today’s society.
Liyun Chen and Rosa Liu shared their own experiences with racism with us, and
Perry Miyake and Shawn Wong gave us a bit more insight into their views as
Asian Americans and writers as well.

Thank you Sarah, thank you Liyun.

This should have made clear that the murder of Vincent Chin by two white
unemployed autoworkers was but a symptom of the serious disease of
discrimination and racial hatred in the United States. So yes, Ron Ebens &
Michael Nitz did kill Vincent Chin, but the real killer behind this murder and many
others is racism.

Racism is a highly contagious disease but we should never lose hope that it can
be healed soon.

Thank you for your interest. Have a good day.

[fade out: Did you know that ... with music]
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Klassenarbeit Nr. 4

I Asian American immigration history
1. Check i the right answer! (6VP)
a. Why did the Japanese emigrate to the United States?

[0 Because there were too many earthquakes in Japan

[0 Because they wanted to become famous

00 Because they were poor and the United States needed laborers
[0 Because they wanted to learn English

b. What was the major contribution of the Chinese to the United States?

[0 Fortune Cookie
O Chinatowns

[0 Railroad

0 Chop Suey

c. Why could Filipinos immigrate despite the fact that Asian immigration was
stopped by the 1924 Quota Act?

[0 Because they weren’t considered Asian

[0 Because they were American nationals (colonial subjects)
[0 Because they spoke English very well

[0 Because they were American citizens

d. Which fruit was invented by Korean Americans?

O Nectarine
[0 Peach

O Strawberry
[0 Coconut

e. What does the Japanese sentence F#t®D 72 ®1iZ (kodomo no tame ni) mean?

I I'love Japan

[0 For the sake of the children
[0 Hold on!

[0 It can’t be helped

f. What was the 442nd RCT

O A Japanese combat team in World War I

O An Asian American unit of the US army during World War Il

[0 A Japanese American unit of the US army during World War |
O A Japanese American unit of the US army during World War |l
[0 An segregated unit of the US army for all non-citizens
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2. True or False? Correct if necessary! (3VP)
a. Japanese American internment was justified.

O True O False

b. No-No Boys refused to follow internment orders.

O True O False

c. The 1906 San Francisco Earthquake had two major consequences for
Chinese Americans. First of all, since all birth certificates were destroyed, a lot
of Chinese could claim to be American by becoming paper sons. Second, they
became the inventors of fortune cookies because they wanted to attract
tourists to the new, very exotic Chinatown.

O True O False

d. Sai-I-Gu is Japanese for April 29th, the date of the L.A. Race Riots.

O True O False

e. In 2002, Filipinos were laid off from their jobs at airports and in software
companies because their employers were afraid they could be terrorists since
a big part of the Philippines is Buddhist.

O True O False

f. Cho Seung-Hui was a 1.5 generation Korean American. That means he was
born in the United States but went to Korea as a child.

O True O False

Il Institutionalized Racism

1. What is institutionalized racism? (1VP)

2. Which law stopped the immigration of Japanese laborers but still allowed for
the entry of Japanese women and children, as well as non-laborers? (1VP)

3. Name two more examples of institutionalized racism and explain them in a few
words. (1VP)
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1. Who was Vincent Chin and what happened to him? (1VP)

2. What is the significance of the Vincent Chin case for the Asian American

community? (1VP)

IV L.A. Race Riots

1. What were the reasons for the L.A. Race Riots? (2VP)

2. What can we learn from the L.A. Race Riots? (1VP)

V Comment on the following extract of To the Stars by George Takei. (What does
he talk about? What do you know about what happened? etc.) (4VP)

Tule Lake was a cold, windswept, dry lake bed
near the northern California-Oregon border. It
was the bleakest opposite of Rohwer.

[...]

Camp Tule Lake was an internment camp
converted into a maximum security segregation
camp for “no-no boys* or those who had applied
for repatriation or expatriation to Japan, or those
whose loyalty was questionable “in the opinion of
the Project Director. The barbed wire fence
and guard towers were here, too, but unlike
Rohwer, the fence was heavy wire mesh and
“‘man-proof.“ The guard towers were turrets
equipped with machine guns. [...] Half of the
18.000 internees in Camp Tule Lake were
children like me.

(George Takei: To the Stars. Pocket: 1994. pp. 46 ff.)

| liked our barrack in our new Block 80. It was
right across the way from the mess hall. [..]
Mama didn’t like the idea of people lining up
just outside our windows three times a day,
every day. [...] Daddy was philosophical. He said
that was the trade-off. Here at Tule Lake, we had
two rooms. Each room individually was smaller
than the one we had at Rohwer, but combined,
we had more space. We now had what we could
call a bedroom and a living room. [...]

There were other reasons | liked being across
from the mess hall. Life in camp was usually
boring and monotonous. But the mess hall was
the social focal point and cultural center of the
block. We were closer and had better access to
those great special events.
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VI Give one example of recent racism (2006/2007) against Asian Americans.
What do you think about such racial discrimination? Do you think this could
happen in Germany or somewhere else in Europe? (3VP)

Total Points: 124 Grade:
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Klassenarbeit Nr. 4

I Asian American immigration history
1. Check i the right answer! (6VP)
a) Why did the Japanese emigrate to the United States?

[0 Because there were too many earthquakes in Japan

[0 Because they wanted to become famous

M Because they were poor and the United States needed laborers
[0 Because they wanted to learn English

b) What was the major contribution of the Chinese to the United States?

[0 Fortune Cookie
O Chinatowns

M Railroad

O Chop Suey

c) Why could Filipinos immigrate despite the fact that Asian immigration was
stopped by the 1924 Quota Act?

[0 Because they weren’t considered Asian

M Because they were American nationals (colonial subjects)
[0 Because they spoke English very well

[l Because they were American citizens

d) Which fruit was invented by Korean Americans?

M Nectarine
[0 Peach

O Strawberry
[0 Coconut

e) What does the Japanese sentence FH#t®D 72 1T (kodomo no tame ni) mean?

I I'love Japan

M For the sake of the children
[0 Hold on!

[0 It can’t be helped

f) What was the 442nd RCT

[0 A Japanese combat team in World War II

O An Asian American unit of the US army during World War Il

[0 A Japanese American unit of the US army during World War |
M A Japanese American unit of the US army during World War I
[0 An segregated unit of the US army for all non-citizens
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2. True or False? Correct if necessary! (3VP)
a) Japanese American internment was justified.

O True M False - it was authorized by FDR but not justified
because there was no proof

b) No-No Boys refused to follow internment orders.

O True M False - they answered “no” to questions no. 27 and 28
of the loyalty questionnaire

c) The 1906 San Francisco Earthquake had two major consequences for Chinese
Americans. First of all, since all birth certificates were destroyed, a lot of Chinese
could claim to be American by becoming paper sons. Second, they became the
inventors of fortune cookies because they wanted to attract tourists to the new,
very exotic Chinatown.

M True O False

d) Sai-I-Gu is Japanese for April 29th, the date of the L.A. Race Riots.

O True M False - it's Korean for April 29th
e) In 2002, Filipinos were laid off from their jobs at airports and in software
companies because their employers were afraid they could be terrorists since a
big part of the Philippines is Buddhist.

I True M False - because a big part of the Philippines is Muslim

f) Cho Seung-Hui was a 1.5 generation Korean American. That means he was
born in the United States but went to Korea as a child.

O True M False - He was born in Korea and immigrated as a
child to the US

Il Institutionalized Racism
1. What is institutionalized racism? (1VP)

Racism by the state though laws / by public institutions through racially
discriminatory regulations

racial discrimination by governments or companies through laws, rules, policies, and
regulations in public and private matters which are color-coded and
“‘racialize” society

"the collective failure of an organisation to provide an appropriate and professional
service to people because of their colour, culture or ethnic origin" (Stokely
Carmichael, black civil rights activist, late 1960s)
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2. Which law stopped the immigration of Japanese laborers but still allowed for
the entry of Japanese women and children, as well as non-laborers? (1VP)

1907/08 Gentlemen’s Agreement

3. Name two more examples of institutionalized racism and explain them in a few
words. (1VP)

1924 Quota Act - immigration quota for all countries; Asia close to 0
1882 Chinese Exclusion Act - stopped Chinese immigration

lll Vincent Chin
1. Who was Vincent Chin and what happened to him? (1VP)

Vincent Chin was a 27-year-old Chinese American engineering student from Detroit.
On June 19th, 1982 (, the night of his bachelor party,) he was murdered with a
baseball bat by an autoworker and his stepson who were both white. They killed him
because they blamed Japan for America’s sagging auto industry and because they
believed him to be Japanese.

The verdict was 3 years probation and a fine of $3.700. (They did not spend one
single day in jail. As a consequence of the verdict, Asian Americans rallied all over
the United States.)

2. What is the significance of the Vincent Chin case for the Asian American
community? (1VP)

The Vincent Chin murder was “an issue that united all Asian Americans.” It was also
the beginning of the Asian American Movement.

IV L.A. Race Riots
1. What were the reasons for the L.A. Race Riots? (2VP)
There were two particular events that triggered the L.A. Race Riots: the verdicts in

- the Rodney King beating (4 white cops were acquitted for having beaten the
African American Rodney King; the scene had been videotaped)

- the Latasha Harlins killing (a Korean American shopowner was acquitted for
having shot a 15-year-old African American girl whom she believed to be
stealing)

However, racial tensions between Korean Americans and African Americans had
already existed for quite some time and these two particular events just triggered the
outbreak of violence.

2. What can we learn from the L.A. Race Riots? (1VP)

Behind everything you can see on the news, a personal history and fate is hidden.
You should never forget that even though what is going on may be far away.
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V Comment on the following extract of To the Stars by George Takei. (What does
he talk about? What do you know about what happened? etc.) (4VP)

Tule Lake was a cold, windswept, dry lake bed
near the northern California-Oregon border. It
was the bleakest opposite of Rohwer.

[...]

Camp Tule Lake was an internment camp
converted into a maximum security segregation
camp for “no-no boys* or those who had applied
for repatriation or expatriation to Japan, or those
whose loyalty was questionable “in the opinion of
the Project Director. The barbed wire fence
and guard towers were here, too, but unlike
Rohwer, the fence was heavy wire mesh and
“‘man-proof.“ The guard towers were turrets
equipped with machine guns. [...] Half of the
18.000 internees in Camp Tule Lake were
children like me.

(George Takei: To the Stars. Pocket: 1994. pp. 46 ff.)

| liked our barrack in our new Block 80. It was
right across the way from the mess hall. [..]
Mama didn’t like the idea of people lining up
just outside our windows three times a day,
every day. [...] Daddy was philosophical. He said
that was the trade-off. Here at Tule Lake, we had
two rooms. Each room individually was smaller
than the one we had at Rohwer, but combined,
we had more space. We now had what we could
call a bedroom and a living room. [...]

There were other reasons | liked being across
from the mess hall. Life in camp was usually
boring and monotonous. But the mess hall was
the social focal point and cultural center of the
block. We were closer and had better access to
those great special events.

- Tule Lake = internment camp in the desert = other internment camps were ...
- No-no boys - segregation due to loyalty questionnaire

- Barbed wire fences, guards with rifles pointing inwards = not for protection

- Mess halls > meals together, families disintegrated

- Boring life
- Special events > Americanization
- Small rooms for a whole family

VI Give one example of recent racism (2006/2007) against Asian Americans.
What do you think about such racial discrimination? Do you think this could
happen in Germany or somewhere else in Europe? (3VP)

- Rosie O’Donnell

- Tim Hardaway (= Asian American x gay)

-  The Onion
- JTown murders SF

- reference to France / Sarkozy

- own opinion
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