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Inhaltsverzeichnis – Materialien 

 

Std. ID Material Verwendung Seite 

1 F1 Asian Americans Einstieg “Asian Americans” 1 

F2 Stereotypes Erarbeitung 2 

C1 Clip: Vincent Chin (1) Einstieg “Vincent Chin” DVD 

M1 What awaits you … Transparenz 3 

M2/ 

F3 

Übersicht (grafisch) Transparenz 4 

2/3 M3 Korean Americans (Poster) Lehrervortrag 5 

M4 Korean Americans (Handout) Lehrervortrag 6 

C2 Song: Reminiscence Witcha by Amerie Lehrervortrag DVD 

M5 The Chinese in America Gruppenarbeit 8 

M6 Japanese Americans 1885-2000 Gruppenarbeit 12 

M7 Filipino Americans Gruppenarbeit 14 

4 M8 Asian American Literature Literatur / 

Perspektivenwechsel 

16 

5 C3 Clip: Tape Seung-Hui Cho sent to the 

press  

Einstieg DVD 

M9 Zeitungsartikel Virginia Tech Massacre 

(SF Chronicle 19/04/07) 

Erarbeitung 19 

M10 4 Arbeitsblätter  Gruppenarbeit 20 

E1 Erwartungshorizont  24 

6 F4 Institutionalized Racism Einstieg 28 

F5 Racist Laws Lehrervortrag 29 

M11 Arbeitsblatt für Internetrecherche   Partnerarbeit 30 

E2 Erwartungshorizont  32 

7 C4 Clip: Japanese American Internment (1) Einstieg DVD 

M12/ 

F6  

World War II: a different view Lehrervortrag 34 

F7 Internment Camps / photos Unterrichtsgespräch 35 

C5 Clip: Japanese American Internment (2) Impuls DVD 

8 C6 Audio-Clip: To the Stars gelesen von 

George Takei 

Einstieg DVD 
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M13  Literarische und nicht-literarische Texte 

in Bezug auf JA internment 

Gruppenarbeit 36 

 F8 Grafiken/Bilder  Präsentation 48 

M14 Arbeitsblatt zum Internment  Hausaufgabe 49 

E3 Erwartungshorizont  51 

9 C7 Clip: Vincent Chin (2) Einstieg DVD 

M15 Zeitungsartikel Big SF Chinatown 

Protest Over a Slaying in Detroit (SF 

Chronicle 20/06/1983) 

Partnerarbeit 55 

E4 Erwartungshorizont Auswertung Partnerarbeit 56 

F9 Foto: Demonstration Impuls f. Hausaufgabe 57 

10 C8 Clip: Los Angeles Race Riots Einstieg DVD 

M16 3 Zeitungsartikel  

- Riots in L.A. after King Verdict (L.A. 

Times 30/04/1992) 

- 24 dead in L.A. Rioting (SF Chronicle 

01/05/1992) 

- A senseless and tragic killing (L.A. 

Times 20/03/1991) 

Einzelarbeit in Gruppen 58 

F10 Foto: brennendes Haus Impuls f. Einzelarbeit 61 

M17 Gedicht: Sai-I-Gu by Ishle Yi Park Hausaufgabe 62 

11 M18 2 Zeitungsartikel  

- US Screeners oust private workers 

(SF Chronicle 01/10/2002) 

- Sega, temp agency Spherion settle 

discrimination cases (SF Chronicle 

26/03/2004) 

Partnerarbeit in Gruppen 63 

12 C9 Clip: Shawn Wong Einstieg: Meet … DVD 

F11 Foto: Perry Miyake Einstieg: Meet … 65 

M19 Auszug: Homebase by Shawn Wong Lehrervortrag 66 

M20 Auszug: 21st Century Manzanar by Perry 

Miyake 

Lehrervortrag 68 

13 F12/ 

M21 

Recent Racism  Handout 70 
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C10 Clip: The Ching Chong Incident Impuls DVD 

C11 Clip: Tim Hardaway’s statement Impuls DVD 

F13 Ching Chong Lehrervortrag 72 

F14 Wanted… Hausaufgabe 73 

M22 Asian Leaders Angered by Rosie 

O’Donnell’s “Ching Chong” Comment 

(www: youtube) 

Einzelarbeit 74 

M23 Japanese Heritage Nets Local Boy Fun 

Camping Trip  

(www: The Onion 09/04/2007) 

Einzelarbeit 75 

M24 Hate Crime Charges Filed in J-Town 

Murders (www: Nichibei Times Weekly 

29/03/2007) 

Einzelarbeit 76 

14 C12 Clip: Michelle Malkin  Impuls (reactions: Internet) DVD 

C13 Clip: George Takei Impuls (reactions: Internet) DVD 

C14 Song: You’re fired by Jin  Impuls (reactions: music) DVD 

C15 Musicclip: ABC by Jin Impuls (reactions: music) DVD 

F15 Comic: ABC by Gene Yang Impuls (reactions: literature) 77 

M25 All 4 One Hausaufgabe  78 

15 M26 Struktur Who killed Vincent Chin Projektplanung 79 

16 KA1 Klassenarbeit Lernzielkontrolle 84 

E5 Erwartungshorizont Korrektur der KA 88 

KA2 Notenskala Korrektur der KA 92 

 CD1: Materialien als Worddokumente   

 DVD: Clips, Songs usw.   

 CD2: Who killed Vincent Chin   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

An Asian American is generally defined as a person of Asian ancestry who was born 
in or is an immigrant to the United States.  

 

Ethnic 
Group 

Asian alone Asian & at least One Other 
Race 

(i.e., Filipino-White) 

Chinese 2,314,537 130,826 

Filipino 1,850,314 57,811 

Asian Indian 1,678,765 40,013 

Korean 1,076,872 22,550 

Vietnamese 1,122,528 47,144 

Japanese 796,700 55,537 

Cambodian 171,937 11,832 

Pakistani 153,533 11,095 

Laotian 168,707 10,396 

Hmong 169,428 5,284 

Thai 112,989 7,929 

Taiwanese 118,048 14,096 

Indonesian 39,757 4,429 

Bangladeshi 41,280 5,625 
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Stereotpyes about Asian Americans 
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Asian Americans and Racism 1882-2007 
 

What awaits you… 
 

In the weeks to come we will learn something about Asian Americans and their 
experiences with racism in the United States since their arrival up to today. We will look at 
the four biggest and most important groups – Japanese Americans, Chinese Americans, 
Filipino Americans, and Korean Americans – and at how a distinctly Asian American 
identity came into existence. Moreover, we will have a closer look at the relationship 
between White America and Asian America.  
 

Final Project … 
 

What we will learn in the weeks to come will be included in a final project for this unit: a 
fictional radio show commemorating the murder of Vincent Chin on June 19th, 1982. We 
will also get in touch with contemporary Asian American authors who will contribute an 
interview answering your questions to the project.  
 

The following topics will be included in the project 
 
- an intro explaining who Vincent Chin was and why it is important to remember him 
- an immigration history of Japanese, Chinese, Filipino, and Korean Americans 
- a history of institutionalized racism 
- an account of contemporary instances of racism in the media 
- an interview with Shawn Wong and Perry Miyake on Asian American issues and their 

works 
- a short summary  
 

Assignments 
 

Apart from your regular homework you have the following assignments that you are to 
post in your weblog* 
 

- (at least) 5 entries entitled “Did you know that …” 
- (at least) 5 short radio-style reports about 5 different topics of your choice 
 

Of course you may also publish any kinds of documents, links, videos, music, etc. relating 
to our topic in your weblog. 
 

It’s up to you when you publish your entries. However, it is important that by then end of 
the unit we have reports about each topic because we will use them for the final project. In 
order to select the best reports of the class you should keep track of what your classmates 
are writing. This will also ensure that we cover each topic.  
 

After the first lesson you will find an example for a “Did you know that …” entry and after 
lesson #2 you will find an example for a radio-style report at 
www.asianamericansandracism1882-2007.blogspot.com. 
 

* Your weblog 
 
1. Go to www.blogger.com and open an account 
2. Create your weblog and find an adequate title for it 
3. email the URL of your weblog to s.woessner@gmx.net by Wednesday April 18th, 2007 
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Handout on Korean Americans  
 

Origin  - All over Korea 
 

Destination 
 
 
 

- first Hawai’i 
- later United States mainland  

 California, Utah, Colorado, Wyoming, A  rizona, 
Alaska 
 especially L.A., New York 

- recently the Old South 
 

Reasons - Push-reasons: Japanese colonialism 
o “people without a country“  could not return 

- Pull-reasons: work, peace, democracy 
 

Immigration History - 1903 first immigrants arrived 
- Immigration stopped by 1908 because Koreans were 

Japanese nationals and the Japanese were excluded 
- 1965+ immigration resumed 
 

Occupation in the US - early immigrants 
o laborers, field workers, agriculture 
o mines, coal mines, railroad 
o salmon fisheries 

- since 1965 
o self-employment (hotels, laundries, barbershops) 
o grocery stores, gas stations (often in ghettoes) 
o university students  don’t stay 

 

Experiences with racism  - 1790 Naturalization Act ( whites only) 
- 1901 Anti-Miscegenation 
- 1906 School Segregation in SF 
- 1907/08 Gentlemen’s Agreement 
- 1913 Alien Land Law 
- 1924 Quota Act 
- 1965 Immigration Act  colorblind (cf. democracy) 
- 1992 L.A. Race Riots / Sai-I-Gu (4/29) 
- “gooks“ 
 

Important things to 
know 

- today, there are about 2 million Korean Americans in the US 
- early immigrants fought for Korea’s independence, whereas 

their children focused on their lives in the United States     
 generation gap 

- between 1953 and today, about 150.000 Korean orphans 
have been adopted by American families 

- in some states January 13th is celebrated as Korean 
American Day 

- most Korean Americans are Christians / Protestants 
- Kim Hyung-soon invented the nectarine (peach x plum) 
- Like Chinese Americans a lot of Korean Americans – mostly 

the wives of American GIs of the Korean War – sponsored 
not only their real family but alleged family members 

- most current immigrants are college-educated professionals  
- even though Korean American shop-owners have their 

stores in ghettoes they often live in the suburbs 
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Notable KA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yunjin Kim        Amerie 

- Jay Kim: first KA to be elected to US Congress 
- Danny Chun: Justice at NY State Supreme Court 
- Sandra Oh: actress (Grey’s Anatomy) 
- Yunjin Kim: actress (Lost) 
- Amerie: Hip Hop artist, actress, half African American 
- Daniel Chun: writer, co-producer of The Simpsons 
- Kim Hyung-soon: first Korean American millionaires     

( nectarine) 
 

Individual experience 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lela Lee 

[extract of an interview] 

Lela Lee: I am Korean American. My parents immigrated and I 
was born here. I was actually the only daughter to be born in 
the U.S. I grew up in a suburb of Los Angeles, an hour east of 
Los Angeles. When I grew up, there were probably two other 
Asian families and we were made fun of. They would say, "Oh 
are you Chinese?" And I would say, "No." And they would say, 
"Are you Japanese?" And I would say, "No." And they would 
say, "Well, what are you then?" I would say, "I'm Korean" and 
they would say, "Where is that?" My parents were probably part 
of the first influx of Koreans to come to the U.S. at that time in 
the early 70s. Now I think it has changed a bit because I go 
back and I see that certain shops are run by Koreans or maybe 
because I'm Asian, I'm always looking for other people that are 
Asian. It seems that the numbers are getting a little bit more 
diverse. It's getting more diverse out there and also people 
have become more knowledgeable and more aware of other 
countries because everybody has become so globalized and 
awareness of other cultures is not so rare. 
 

KA literature - Lela Lee: Angry Little Girls 
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The Chinese in America 

With 3.4 million, Chinese Americans are the biggest Asian group in the United States.  
 

First Wave of Chinese Immigration 1850-1882 

Chinese immigration set in during the Gold Rush of the 1850s. Back then, China was 

economically and politically unstable and internal rebellions as well as the Opium 

Wars made matters even worse. As a result, many Chinese left their homes in 

Guangdong province for America.  
 

1. 1850s to 1860s: Search for Gold 

At the beginning, many Chinese came to America searching for gold in order to bring 

home. They were initially welcomed and accepted, and their future seemed 

auspicious. However, the political climate changed and ethnic antagonism led to 

attempts to exclude the many Chinese living and working in America by then. Two 

thirds of all the Chinese in the US were working in mines and had formed small, 

successful companies. Their daily lives, however, were competitive and anxious. In 

the opinion of white miners, the Chinese were too much of a competition for them.  

Not only did the 1790 Naturalization Law make it impossible for the Chinese to 

become citizens, but a number of anti-Chinese laws was passed between 1852 and 

1862.  

When the profits of gold mining decreased, many Chinese transformed into wage 

earners working in the quartz mines for white employers because they didn´t have 

the capital to work in their own right. This was the beginning of the Chinese 

dependence on white capitalists. 
 

2. 1865 – 1869: Railroad Construction 

For a short period of time, Chinese workers found a new area of occupation in the 

railroad construction. They were more efficient, a lot cheaper than white workers and 

forced the white workers out of their jobs. Thanks to their work, the railroad company 

saved a lot of money and could still depict the Chinese achievement as their own.  
 

3. From the 1870s: Industry and the City 

After the period of railroad construction, more and more Chinese moved to San 

Francisco to seek employment in the manufacturing industry, making boots, shoes, 

woolens, cigars, tobacco, and sewing. With their work, they tremendously assisted in 

the development of San Francisco. They were paid according to an ethnically based 

dual wage-system and worked in segregated units. Once more, ethnic antagonism 

occurred.  

Only few Chinese were able to work in the Chinese ethnic economy in the retail 

business, the service, vice, and entertainment sectors.  

At any rate, with their arrival in the cities, the Chinese became more and more visible.  
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4. From the 1870s: Agriculture and the Countryside 

Chinese in the rural areas of the West taught their American employers how to raise 

fruit instead of wheat and worked in vineyards and wineries in Northern California. 

They introduced irrigation systems, etc. and worked very hard. Many of them wanted 

to be farmers in their own right, but only some succeeded in tenant farming and as 

truck gardeners. Most were laborers who worked efficiently and were paid low wages 

according to the omnipresent dual wage system. This is why they had to leave their 

families where they were, in China.  

In 1882, after the Chinese Exclusion Act was passed, they realized how much their 

labor was needed and demanded higher wages. They even built up a kind of labor 

organization to fight for their interests.  

In the rural areas, as well as in the cities, ethnic antagonism developed quickly and 

the Chinese were the targets of white labor resentment. 
 

5. Self-employment 

Ethnic antagonism restricted the labor market for the Chinese and soon forced them 

into self-employment. This is how the American phenomenon of the Chinese 

laundryman came into existence. People needed someone to wash their clothes and 

only small capital and almost no knowledge of the English language was necessary. 

However, even there, the Chinese were mistreated and harassed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By 1870, most of the 63000 Chinese in America were working in California, making 

up 25 % of the entire work force. Almost all of them were adult males and there was 

a wide range of classes. In rural areas, Chinese worked as service workers and farm 

laborers, in urban areas, they were businessmen (shopkeepers, merchants), 

professionals, artisans, and wage-earning workers.  

By 1900 45 % of all Chinese lived in San Francisco and the Bay Area, the remaining 

55 % had spread geographically, and Chinatowns came into being in most areas.  
 

Women and Families 

At the beginning, there were only very few Chinese women in the US.  

Until 1870 many were prostitutes. Only few were employed as housekeepers, 

servants, laundresses, seamstresses, shoemakers, cooks, miners, and fisherwomen.  

source: Lisa See On Gold Mountain. p. 42. 
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After 1870, more and more Chinese had their wives come join them in the US, or 

they brought their wives with them, some even went back to marry and return with 

their wives. The number of Chinese families increased, but still, for most Chinese 

men, it was a womanless world. They spent their free time gambling, reading, or with 

other activities, and they often assembled in the typically Chinese-American 

institution of the store, where they would meet and escape the strangeness of their 

everyday lives by telling stories, reading newspapers, etc. 
 

Chinatowns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ban on Chinese Immigration 1882-1943 

In 1882 the Chinese Exclusion Act was passed. It was not repealed until 1943. 

However, after the San Francisco Earth Quake of 1906, the Chinese found several 

ways of entering the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Source: Lisa See On Gold Mountain. p. 81 f 

 

Second Wave of Chinese Immigration 1952 – today  

With the 1952 McCarran-Walter Act and the Immigration Act of 1965 a second wave 

of Chinese immigration began. Most of the new immigrants were professionals from 

Mainland China who tended to cluster in suburban areas instead of living in 

Chinatowns.  

Source: Lisa See On Gold Mountain. p. 63. 
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Songs from Gold Mountain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: Jeffrey Chan et al. The Big Aiiieeeee! p. 143. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Take this as a starting point in finding out more about Chinese Americans. Make sure 
you cover all relevant topics ( handout on Korean Americans). If necessary use the 
internet and other sources of information. 
 
1. Create a handout for your classmates. 
2. Design a poster for your group presentation. Find an object representing Chinese 

Americans and use it for the poster. ( Korean Americans: nectarine) 
3. Be prepared to present your results to the class. 
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Japanese Americans 1885-2000 
 

The history of the Japanese in the US is the history of a minority that has survived 

despite legal discrimination (institutionalized racism) and racist attitudes. However, theirs 

is also the history of the working class of a capitalist country and the proof for the 

difference between America’s democratic ideals and the harsh reality of all those whose 

ancestors did not come from Europe.  

First Wave of Japanese Immigration:1882 – 1924 

Most Japanese who immigrated at the turn of the 19th century fled from a life in poverty in 

Meiji-Japan (push-factor) and hoped for a better life in America. For them, this was the 

country of democracy and a country in need of cheap labor due to the 1882 Chinese 

Exclusion Act.  

The first immigrants came as student-laborers in order to learn English and take some 

knowledge back to Japan. Between 1891 and 1900 Japanese peasants came to the 

mainland United States. Before 1891 they had rather chosen Hawai’i as their destination. 

After 1900 a secondary immigration from Hawai’i to the United States began.  

These first immigrants – the Issei (first generation) – mostly came from an agricultural 

background and came as sojourners, i.e. men who went to America in order to make 

money they sent back to Japan. Their ultimate goal was to return to Japan. It wasn’t until 

the beginning of the 20th century that they began to think about staying in the US.  

In 1907/1908 the Gentlemen’s Agreement between Japan and the United States stopped 

labor immigration. It was then that the Issei began having their wives and children join 

them. Those who were not married yet began to look for so-called picture brides (s. The 

four immigrants’ manga). This practice was stopped by the Ladies’ Agreement of 1921. 

In 1924 the Quota Act, also known as the Oriental Exclusion Act, stopped immigration 

from Asia to the United States completely. The Japanese who stayed in the US after 

1924 founded families and this is how the Japanese ethnic enclaves came into existence 

(s. Toshio Mori: Lil’ Yokohama). According to American laws, the Issei’s American born 

offspring – the Nisei (second generation) – were American citizens ( ius solis).  

The Nisei grew up between two cultures: on the one hand they had to struggle with the 

fact that they grew up as but were not treated like Americans and on the other hand their 

Japanese parents tried to make them proud of their Japanese heritage. The fact that 

their parents spoke Japanese and the Nisei spoke English only widened the generation 

gap. 
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Japanese American Internment: 1942 – 1946 

During World War Two between 110.000 and 120.000 Issei and Nisei (American 

citizens!) were put into internment camps. Executive Order 9066 was supposedly based 

on military necessity, however, today, we know that racism was the real reason.  

A lot of Nisei fought in the 442nd Combat Team for America, whereas others decided to 

side with Japan. They became known as the so-called no-no boys.  

After internment most Japanese Americans returned to the West Coast and began to re-

build their communities. Executive Order 9066 had taken everything from them and they 

weren’t given back anything.  

It was not until 1983 that Japanese Americans got an apology for their unfair treatment 

during World War Two and it took another seven years until the first camp survivors 

finally received a sum of $ 20.000 in redress payments.  

The model minority: 1950s and 1960s  

In the 1950s and 1960s Japanese Americans tried to blend in and assimilate. The 

Japanese American communities flourished and Japanese Americans became America’s 

model minority. Due to the war in Korea they were able to make money and rose into the 

middle class. It wasn’t until the end of the 1960s that the children of the Nisei, the Sansei 

(third generation) began to unmask the model minority myth as a racist idea.  

Second Wave of Japanese Immigration: 1965 – today 

In 1965 the Oriental Exclusion Act was revoked and a new wave of Japanese 

immigration set in. Since then, Japanese Americans have begun to refer to themselves 

rather as nikkeijin (persons of Japanese ancestry) than as Issei, Nisei or Sansei.  

These new immigrants are often well-educated university students. A small number of 

them have decided to leave Japan because they cannot cope with the Japanese way of 

life.  

Since 1970 the Japanese American population has become very heterogenous ( 

mixed-race children, out-marriage, etc.). Due to massive immigration from other Asian 

countries Japanese Americans, formerly the biggest Asian group in the US, consitute the 

6th or 7th largest Asian group. There are only three Japantowns left and even those are 

in danger of disappearing. However, the Japanese American sense of community has 

never ceased to exist. It is still very much alive as can be seen in annual festivities and 

on the Internet.  
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Filipino Americans 

The Philippine-American War 1898-1902 

In December 1898, the U.S. purchased the Philippines from Spain as part of the 

Treaty of Paris for the sum of $20 million (USD), after the U.S. defeated Spain in the 

Spanish-American War. The U.S. government made plans to make the Philippines 

an American colony. However, the Filipinos, fighting for independence from Spain 

since 1896, had already declared independence on June 12, 1898, and had 

considered the Americans allies. 

One common view of how the conflict began was that on February 4, 1899, a 

misunderstanding occurred between the two nations. A Filipino was shot by an 

American soldier at San Juan Bridge. It was believed that the American soldier gave 

fair warnings to the Filipino as he entered U.S. borders, but that the latter's inability to 

understand English led to the first shot that sparked the war. 

On August 14, 1899, 11,000 American ground troops were sent to occupy the 

Philippines. They were successful in defeating the Philippine Army in just over three 

years time and Filipino leadership generally accepted American rule in 1902. 

However, sporadic guerrilla fighting continued until 1913. 

Immigration  

As colonized subjects Filipinos were legally considered American nationals who 

could enter and work in the United States without any problems. Between 1920 and 

1930 approximately 40.000 Filipinos left their country to live in the United States. 

They fled a poor and war-torn country and were hoping to find a better life in their 

new country. Through their American education in a country colonized by the US the 

so-called manongs (oldtimers)  had been taught to believe in American democratic 

ideals. 

However, as soon as they set foot on American soil, Filipinos were discriminated 

against and excluded. This is why they gathered in very few American cities where 

they lived in their own communities. One of these communities was Stockton, 

California. 

Occupation 

One quarter of all Filipino immigrants worked as domestic servants. They were 

preferred over other ethnicities because of their “mask of docility.”  

Another 10% working in fisheries of the North West and in Alaska. They lived in a 

vicious circle because they had to borrow money to go to their workplaces and their 

companies incited them to spend the money they earned on drinking, whores, and 

food they sold.   

More than 60% of the Filipino immigrants worked in agriculture. Their labor force was 

needed because the Chinese were already barred from immigration by the 1882 

Chinese Exclusion Act and so were the Japanese from 1924 (Quota Act). Other 
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Asian immigrants – who were, at a time, favored for work in agriculture – were 

disliked, too.  

However, it seems that there were groups in the United States who thought that too 

many Filipinos were coming to take the jobs of whites. This is why, in 1934, an end 

was put to immigration through the Tydings-McDuffie Act.  

1934 Tydings-McDuffie Act 

The Tydings-McDuffie Act (officially the Philippine Independence Act; Public Law 73-

127) approved on March 24, 1934 was a United States federal law which provided for 

self-government of the Philippines and for Filipino independence (from the United 

States) after a period of ten years. 

The Tydings-McDuffie Act provided for the drafting and guidelines of a Constitution 

for a 10-year "transitional period" which became the government of the 

Commonwealth of the Philippines before the granting of Philippine independence, 

during which the US would maintain military forces in the Philippines. Furthermore, 

during this period the American President was granted the power to call into military 

service all military forces of the Philippine government. The act permitted the 

maintenance of US naval bases, within this region, for two years after independence. 

The act reclassified all Filipinos that were living in the United States as aliens for the 

purposes of immigration to America. Filipinos were no longer allowed to work legally 

in the US, and a quota of 50 immigrants per year was established. 

Furthermore, the Act paved the way for the Filipino Repatriation Act of 1935. 

Bachelor Society 

After the passage of the Tydings-McDuffie Act Filipinos had two options: they could 

either remain in the US or return – empty-handed – to their home country. Most of 

them chose to remain in the United States because they were afraid of being laughed 

at when they returned almost poorer than they had left.  

Since mostly men had immigrated and were unable to have their families (if they had 

one) join them, a lot of Filipinos remained single. They mostly lived in boarding 

houses (hotels) in particular districts of the cities where they lived and died a lonely 

death, only remembered by their old bachelor friends. ( Bienvenido N. Santos 

Lonely in the Autumn Evening) 

 
Take this as a starting point in finding out more about Filipino Americans. Make sure 
you cover all relevant topics ( handout on Korean Americans). If necessary use the 
internet and other sources of information. 
 
1. Create a handout for your classmates. 
2. Design a poster for your group presentation. Find an object representing Filipino 

Americans and use it for the poster. ( Korean Americans: nectarine) 
3. Be prepared to present your results to the class. 
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INSTITUTIONALIZED RACISM 
 

Definition (Everyday) Racism 
 
a belief or ideology that all members of each race possess 
characteristics or abilities specific to that race, especially to distinguish it 
as being either superior or inferior to another race or races (Oxford 
English Dictionary) 
 
Definition Institutionalized Racism 
 
racial discrimination by governments or companies through laws, rules, 
policies, and regulations in public and private matters which are color-
coded and “racialize“ society 
 
"the collective failure of an organisation to provide an appropriate and 
professional service to people because of their colour, culture or ethnic 
origin" (Stokely Carmichael, black civil rights activist, late 1960s) 
 
Effects of Everyday and Institutionalized Racism 
 
discrimination, violence, segregation, hatred, colonization 
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Laws timeline History 

1790 Naturalization Act   

 beginning of Chinese 
immigration 

1852 Foreign Miners Tax  

1854 People vs. Hall  

1855 Landing Tax  

1875 Page Law  

1880 Anti-Miscegenation Mongolians – 
whites (C) 

 

1882 Chinese Exclusion Act end of Chinese immigration 

1888 Scott Act  

 beginning of Japanese / 
Korean immigration 

1901 Anti-Miscegenation (K)  

1906 SF school segregation  

1908 Gentlemen’s Agreement end of Korean immigration 

1909 Anti-Miscegenation (J)  

1913 Alien Land Law  

1920 Ladies’ Agreement  

1922 Cable Act  

1924 Quota Act end of Japanese immigration / 
beginning of Filipino 
immigration 

1934 Tydings Mc-Duffie Act end of Filipino immigration 

1942 Japanese American Internment World War II (enemy: Japan) 

1943 Chinese Exclusion Repeal Act  

 mid-1940s beginning of Cold 
War (enemy: communists    
 China, North Korea) 
1950-1953 Korean War 
Early 1990 end of Cold War 

1953 raids of Chinatowns 

1982 Vincent Chin  court decision 

1992 verdict in Rodney King Beating 
 L.A. Race Riots 

 2001 9/11 (enemy: Muslims, 
Arab Americans) 

2002 Filipino American racial 
profiling 
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World War Two (WWII): A Different View 
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Group 1 
 

FBI ROUNDS UP MORE JAPANESE 
Aliens to Be Sent to Owens Valley Center 

 
The FBI and Bay Area police were rounding up alien Japanese again today. The 
seaches and arrests, said Nat J.L. Pieper, FBI chief here, were being made “on 
allegations of contraband and known association with Japanese nationalistic groups.”  

Among those taken into custody was Maoshi Koike, at 531 Brush-st, Oakland. He 
was identified as a Japanese instructor of languages, an expert linguist who has 
taught at the University of Southern California and University of Pasadena.  

Short Wave Set Found  

A short wave receiving set was found at the Brush-st address. When Kikuzo Tanaka 
said it was his rather than Koike’s, the raiders took Tanaka in custody, too.  

Also seized as members of the Japanese Military Virtue Society were Kaheiji 
Yokomizo, 670 32nd-st, Oakland, a cleaning plant operator, and Kikutaro Nakashima, 
608 143rd-av, San Leandro, active in the Japanese association.  

All were booked en route to the Immigration Station here for hearings which may 
send them to internment camps.  

Center Prepared  

Within a week the reception center at Manzanar, in the Owens Valley, will be ready to 
receive hundreds of alien and American-born Japanese who must evacuate the 
Pacific Coast military area.  

More than 100 carpenters and mechanics directed by Lieut. Col. W.B. Higgins, of the 
Corps of Engineers, are rushing construction of the center for the Wartime Civil 
Control Administration. The WCCA is the military-civilian organization that will handle 
evacuation and resettlement problems, under supervision of Lieut. Gen. John L. 
DeWitt, commander of the Western Defense Command and Fourth Army.  

They will be classified as to professions and occupations, and remain at the centers 
only until they are able to complete plans for re-establishing themselves in back-from-
the-coast regions from which they are not banned by military decree.  

Persons facing evacuation were warned today against “stalling” or unintentionally 
taking too much time to straighten our their affairs before leaving the military areas.  

The next step in operation of the WCCA, General DeWitt said, will “border on 
enforced removal.”  

 
The San Francisco News 
March 18, 1942 
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GOODBYE! WRITE SOON! 
Alien Exodus Like an Outing 

 
With a few courteous bows, lots of promises to “write soon” and many sturdy 
American-type handshakes, the first Japanese involved in military evacuation orders 
yesterday said farewell to San Francisco.  

The elders, steeped in their native traditions, displayed few emotions. School-age 
youngsters romped and played among the piles of household good strewn in front of 
the control stations of the Wartime Civil Control Administration, 2020 and 1701 Van 
Ness-av.  

College-age boys and girls and their slightly older friends and relatives, most of them 
American citizens, still laughed, wise-cracked in the latest slang, gave the scene the 
air of an outing.  

By taxi, streetcar, truck, van and in the autos of Occidental friends, the Japanese 
arrived with their suitcases, trunks and bundles of household goods.  

They reported to control officials, who checked them off, gave them identification tags. 
Late in the afternoon they boarded 10 buses, which took them to a special train.  

Armed military police patrolled the sidewalk in front of the station, watched over 
personal properties, kept motorists and gawkers on the move.  

As the buses rolled away friends remaining waved goodby, raised their thumbs in the 
air, made the victory V signal in final tribute. The younger Japanese responded, 
broad smiles on their faces; heads bobbed up and down in affirmation.  

 
San Francisco News 
April 7, 1942 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Read the texts you have been given and come up with a group presentation.  
 
- Invent a little story where you found the document ( attic, flea market …)  
- Talk about which information is relevant and should be shared with the class. 
- Choose the representative(s) of your group. 
- Prepare your representative for their presentation. Your presentation should begin 

like this: Look what we found … (use the image on transparency you have been 
given along with an overhead projector) 
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Group 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Violet Matsuda de Cristoforo: Poetic Reflections of the Tule Lake Internment Camp 1944. 
(1987) 
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From: Violet Matsuda de Cristoforo: May Sky. There is Always Tomorrow. (Sun & Moon 1997) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Group 3 

Read the texts you have been given and come up with a group presentation.  
 
- Invent a little story where you found the document ( attic, flea market …)  
- Talk about which information is relevant and should be shared with the class. 
- Choose the representative(s) of your group. 
- Prepare your representative for their presentation. Your presentation should begin 

like this: Look what we found … (use the image on transparency you have been 
given along with an overhead projector) 
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From: Louis Fiset: Imprisoned Apart. The World War II Correspondence of an Issei 
Couple. (University of Washington Press 1997) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Group 4 

Read the texts you have been given and come up with a group presentation.  
 
- Invent a little story where you found the document ( attic, flea market …)  
- Talk about which information is relevant and should be shared with the class. 
- Choose the representative(s) of your group. 
- Prepare your representative for their presentation. Your presentation should begin 

like this: Look what we found … (use the image on transparency you have been 
given along with an overhead projector) 
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From: Mine Okubo: Citizen 13660. (University of Washington Press 1946) 
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From: Mitsuye Yamada: Camp Notes and Other Writings. (Rutgers University Press 
1998) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Read the texts you have been given and come up with a group presentation.  
 
- Invent a little story where you found the document ( attic, flea market …)  
- Talk about which information is relevant and should be shared with the class. 
- Choose the representative(s) of your group. 
- Prepare your representative for their presentation. Your presentation should begin 

like this: Look what we found … (use the image on transparency you have been 
given along with an overhead projector) 
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Group 5 
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Group 3      Group 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Group 5 
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Name: _________________________ 

JAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT 
 
Answer the following questions! 
(source: http://www.asianamericanmedia.org/jainternment/index.html) 
 
1. What is Japanese American internment? 
 
 
 
2. When did it happen and how long did it last? 
 
 
 
3. Was internment justified? 
 
 
 
4. What is Executive Order 9066 and who signed it? 
 
 
 
5. Name at least 5 internment camps! 
 
 
 
 
 
6. What was life in camp like? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What was the loyalty questionnaire and what was its result? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Why were the Nisei outraged by questions no. 27 and 28? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. What is a No-No boy? 
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Name: _________________________ 

10. Name and explain briefly the four challenges to the constitutionality of the curfew, 
mass removal and internment! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11. What are the 442nd RCT and the 100th Infantry Batallion? What do you know about 

Japanese American involvement in the MIS? 
 
 
 
 
 
12. What was the dilemma for the Nisei who served in the United States Army? 
 
 
 
 
 
13. What was the impact of internment on the Japanese American community? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14. Explain what the term redress refers to! 
 
 
 
 
 
15. What are the coram nobis cases ? 
 
 

 

 
 
16. What is the Day of Remembrance? 
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JAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT 
 

1. What is Japanese American internment? 
 

- After the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941, President Roosevelt signed E.O. 9066, 
authorizing the removal and incarceration of over 110.000 Japanese Americans. Two 
thirds of them were American citizens and almsot half of them were children.  

- Internment applied only to the Japanese living on the West Coast of the United States 
mainland. The Japanese Americans living in Hawai’i were not interned (and couldn’t 
have been because on the one hand there were too many to evacuate from the island, 
and, on the other hand, they were needed as a work force) 

- Internment was actually the culmination of a history of racial discrimination against 
Asians begun in the mid-1800s.  

 
2. When did it happen and how long did it last? 

 
- Beginning with FBI raids in early 1942, the US government began to increasingly 

restrict the rights of Japanese Americans, both first generation Japanese citizens and 
second generation American citizens.  

- On February 19th, 1942 Executive Order 9066 was signed.  
- Some Japanese Americans could leave the camps as early as a few months after 

their arrival (for studies, work, etc.). Others stayed there until 1946. 
 

3. Was internment justified? 
 

- No. It has been proved that the government had their own evidence that Japanese 
Americans posed no military threat.  

- The alleged military threat to homeland security was invented because Japanese 
Americans had become way too visible and prosperous, which is why certain 
Americans hated them.  

 
4. What is Executive Order 9066 and who signed it? 

 
- E.O. 9066 was signed on Feb 19th, 1942 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, based 

on General DeWitts recommendations.  
- It authorized the Army to "designate military areas" from which "any persons may be 

excluded." The words "Japanese,"or "Japanese Americans" never appeared in the 
Order. But the intent of the command was used only against persons of Japanese 
ancestry. 

- As a consequence of E.O. 9066 the mass removal of persons of Japanese ancestry 
was initiated, based on the pretext of “military necessity,“ a justification which later 
proved groundless and without evidence 

 
5. Name at least 5 internment camps! 

 
- Tule Lake 
- Minidoka 
- Manzanar 
- Topaz 
- Heart Mountain 
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6. What was life in camp like? 
 

Assembly centers (15) 
 
- Numbers instead of names 
- Could bring what they could carry 
- Housed in horse stalls under unsanitary conditions or in barracks 
- toilet and bathing facilities were communal and devoid of privacy. 
- Barbed wire fences and armed guard towers with guns facing toward the inmates 

surrounded these compounds 
- Inmates stood in line for everything, including meals, latrines, supplies and services.  
- Meals were nutritionally inadequate, medical care, minimal. 
- However: inmates helped organize essential services. They worked in the camp 

offices, canteens, mess halls, hospitals, and schools, among other places, and 
earned wages, paid with script, of $8 to $16 per month for a 44-hour week. 

 
Permanent WAR Camps (10) 
 
- Location: isolated inland areas in vast, sandy deserts or swamp lands  dust storms, 

bitter cold winters, and sizzling summers 
- Camps were prisons, fenced in with barbed wire and guarded by military police 

instead of the promised “resettlement camps“ 
- Whole families lived in single rooms with no furniture except for cots and a pot-bellied 

stove 
- recreational activities to prevent violence 
- Family life deteriorated because children were encouraged to spend time away from 

the family "home."  
- Parental authority diminished 
- anger erupted among the internees  violence, demonstrations, riots 
 
7. What was the loyalty questionnaire and what was its result? 

 
- labelled “applications for leave clearance“  
- provoked the greatest upheaval within the camps 
- all inmates older than 17 had to complete the questionnaire  
- its result was the segregation of those who had answered no-no to questions no. 

27/28 to Tule Lake and the splitting up of families 
- about 18.000 people were sent to Tule Lake, about two thirds of them were Nisei 

 
8. Why were the Nisei outraged by questions no. 27 and 28? 

 
- these questions were intended to separate the “loyal“ from the “disloyal“ 
- Question no. 27: "Are you willing to serve in the armed forces of the United States on 

combat duty wherever ordered?"  
- Question no. 28: "Will you swear unqualified allegiance to the United States of 

America and faithfully defend the United States from any or all attack by foreign or 
domestic forces, and forswear any form of allegiance or obedience to the Japanese 
emperor, or any other foreign government, power, or organization?" 

- The Nisei were outraged because their loyalty to their home country was questioned 
and they feared separation from their families because their Issei parents might 
answer differently than they 

- The Issei were in a difficult position: they were being asked to renounce allegiance to 
the only country of which they were citizens, yet they could not become American 
citizens  would be homeless 
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9. What is a No-No boy? 
 

- someone who answered no-no to questions no. 27 and 28 of the loyalty questionnaire 
- cf. book by John Okada: No No Boy 

 
10. Name and explain briefly the four challenges to the constitutionality of the 

curfew, mass removal and internment! 
 

- Hirabayashi vs. United States (1943) 
- Gordon Hirabayashi, a second generation Japanese American, born and 

raised in Washington, was a senior at the University of Washington.  

- Hirabayashi was arrested and convicted on two counts, one for violating 
General DeWitt's curfew order, and two, for failing to register at a control 
center to prepare for departure to an "assembly" center. 

- Yasui vs. United States (1943) 
- Minoru Yasui was an American born citizen of Japanese ancestry, a graduate 

of the University of Oregon Law School, a U.S. Army reserve officer, an 
attorney and active member of the Japanese American Citizens League.  

- Yasui challenged the curfew orders on the grounds of racial discrimination. He 
served nine months in solitary confinement while awaiting trial. 

- Korematsu vs. United States (1944) 
- Born and raised in Oakland, California, Fred Korematsu tried to enlist in the 

Navy, but was denied because of his Japanese ancestry. At the outbreak of 
World War II, he was dismissed from his job as a welder at a San Leandro 
shipyard, due to his Japanese ancestry.  

- Korematsu ignored the evacuation orders so that he could be with his fiancee. 
He was arrested by the FBI and after spending two and a half years in jail, 
found guilty of violating the evacuation orders and put on five years probation.  

- Korematsu was then taken into custody by the Military Police was sent to sent 
to an assembly center. 

- Ex parte Endo (1944) 

- In 1942, the California State Highway Commission in Sacramento, California 
dismissed Mitsuye Endo from her civil service stenographer job and the 
military ordered her to a detention center. She was a U.S. citizen and had a 
brother serving in the U.S. Army.  

- Her attorney, James Purcell, filed a writ of habeas corpus on her behalf, 
contending that the War Relocation Authority had not rights to detain a loyal 
American citizen who was innocent of the various allegations the Army had 
used to justify the eviction and incarceration. 

- On December 18, 1944, the Supreme Court ruled unanimously that Endo 
"should be given her liberty" and released from custody, since her loyalty was 
clearly established. 

- This case triggered the end of mass internment and the reopening of the West 
Coast for resettlement 

 
11. What are the 442nd RCT and the 100th Infantry Batallion? What do you know 

about Japanese American involvement in the MIS? 
 

- in January 1944 the military draft for Japanese Americans was reinstated 
- some Nisei men resisted the draft because they wouldn’t fight in the army of a country 

who had imprisoned their families  they were sent to prison 
- 442nd: Several thousand volunteers served in the all-Nisei 442nd Regimental 

Combat Team (RCT).  
- 100th Infantry Battalion: composed of many Japanese Americans from Hawaii,  
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- both fought brilliantly overseas in Europe and suffered tremendous casualties; they 
were the most highly decorated units in U.S. history 

- Many Niseo served on the front lines as translators and interpreters in the Military 
Intelligence Service (MIS) in the Pacific war 

- Nisei women also served in the Women's Auxiliary Corps (WAC's). 
 

12. What was the dilemma for the Nisei who served in the United States Army? 
 

- they fought for a country that was still imprisoning their families 
 

13. What was the impact of internment on the Japanese American community? 
 

- economic loss 
- emotional trauma 
- splitting up of families 
- communities had to be rebuilt  fewer than before (today: 3!) 
- the Nisei who had grown up in the internment camps had to deal with a lot of 

problems  hardly any of them talked about their lives in camp with their children 
- involvement in politics began ( brought about the 1952 Walter-McCarran Act 

allowing for naturalization of Asian immigrants) 
- during the 1960s, the Sansei (third generation) began to fight for social justice (cf. 

Third World Student Strikes, Vietnam War protests) 
- there are still Sansei and Yonsei (4th generation), however, who continue to search 

for a sense of cultural identity and historical integrity both destroyed during WWII 
 

14. Explain what the term redress refers to! 
 

- beginning in the late 1970s a few Nisei and an increasing number of Sansei 
demanded a government apology and individual reparations for internment 

- in  1988 the Civil Rights Liberties Act brought an official government apology and the 
promise of a redress payment of $20.000 to each surviving internee 

 
15. What are the coram nobis cases ? 

 
- coram nobis cases (from the Latin "in our presence", usually translated in context as 

"the error before us") are  petitions to the court in its capacity of a Court of Equity to 
correct a previous error "of the most fundamental character" to "achieve justice" 
where "no other remedy" is available 

- a legal team led by Sansei attorneys filed these cases based on newly discovered 
government records which documented the Justice Department’s deliberate 
suppression of evidence in the Hirabayashi v. United States (1943), Yasui v. United 
States (1943) and Korematsu v. United States (1944) cases, thus challenging the 
verdicts 

- all three decisions were overturned, proving in court what Japanese Americans had 
known and felt in their hearts for decades 

 
16. What is the Day of Remembrance? 

 
- many communities and campuses commemorate annually the day E.O. 9066 was 

signed by President Roosevelt 

- Although DOR is a commemoration of a dark chapter in American history, it has been 
transformed into a celebration of the courage, dignity and persistence of the internees. 

- The act of remembering this history – especially the courage and dignity of the Issei 
and Nisei – has often rekindled the commitment of younger generations and the 
broader public to take personal responsibility for assuring that such an injustice is 
never repeated -- against any group of people.
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Read the article with your partner. Write down the most important information ( what, where, …) 

M
1

5
 



The Murder of Vincent Chin (1982) 
 

Who  : Vincent Chin (victim)  
                        Ron Ebens & Michael Nitz (murderers) 
Where : Detroit 
When  : 19/06/1982 (night of his bachelor party) 
What  : Chin murdered with baseball bat by an autoworker and  

             his stepson (both white) 
Why  : Chinese American mistaken for Japanese 
     Japan blamed for America’s sagging auto industry 
Outcome : 1 life taken 
    3 years probation, $ 3.700 fine 
Reactions : Asian Americans infuriated  

             demonstrations ( Portsmouth Square Rally, SF) 
     

              Asian American Movement / first Asian American  
                  coalition (“This is an issue that unites all AA“) 
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Los Angeles Times, March 20th, 1991  
 

A Senseless and Tragic Killing  
New tension for Korean-American and African-American communities 

 
The killing of 15-year-old Latasha Harlins 
presents a new challenge to African-Americans 
and Korean-Americans of this city. The fatal 
shooting of the African-American teen-ager by 
a Korean shopkeeper threatens to put new 
strains on relations between the two 
communities. 

When Latasha entered Soon Ja Du's store in 
South Los Angeles, she was going to buy a 
bottle of orange juice. Du shot the teen-ager, 
after Du believed that Latasha was trying to 
steal the juice, Du's son said. A security 
camera videotape of the incident last Saturday 
reportedly shows otherwise. Police said the 
videotape corroborated witness accounts that 
Latasha had put the juice in her knapsack but 
was approaching the store counter with money 
in her hand. After a brief scuffle with Du, 
Latasha threw the orange juice on the counter 
and was heading out of the store when Du 
shot her in the back of the head, police said. 

"There was no attempt at shoplifting. There 
was no robbery. There was no  

 

 

crime at all," said Police Cmdr. Michael J. 
Bostic. Du was arrested on suspicion of 
murder. 

The police have described the incident as a 
"business dispute," moving quickly to try to 
deflate rumors that the shooting was racially 
motivated. Leaders of the African-American 
and Korean-American communities met 
immediately and jointly expressed shock at the 
shooting. "This senseless loss of a young girl's 
life reflects the worst type of violence 
perpetuated upon a consumer by a merchant," 
according to a joint statement. 

The shooting should not be allowed to set back 
efforts begun in 1986 to ease tensions 
between African-American residents and 
Korean-American merchants in South-Central 
Los Angeles. Cultural misunderstandings and 
racial myths have long sparked black-Korean 
conflict, here and in other cities nationwide. It's 
significant that both Koreans and blacks have 
condemned this tragic shooting. That's a start, 
but the fragile relationship between the two 
communities cries out for more concentrated 
attention. 

 

1. What is your text about? Stick to basic facts (what happened?). 
2. What are the reactions of the ethnic groups concerned? 
3. Be prepared to present your ideas to the class. 
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SA-I-GU 
 
By Ishle Yi Park 

 
koreans mark disaster 
with numbers. 
April 29, 1992. 
fire. if I touch 
the screen my fingers 
will singe or sing. 
 
we watch grainy reels of a black 
man flopping on concrete 
arched, kicked, and nightsticked, 
rodney king. 
here I rub my own tender 
wrists, ask my mother unanswerable 
questions -  
why are the cops doing this? 
my mother will answer simply, and 
wisely, because those cops are bad. 
of the looters, because they are mad. 
But why hurt us - she chokes 
Because, Ishle, we live close enough. 
While l.a.p.d. ring beverly hills like a 
moat, 
They won't answer rings from south 
central 
furious and consistent as rain. 
where did they hide, our women - 
under what oil-stained 
chevy did they breathe life? 
who pulled them 

by hair into riot 
for a crime 
they did not commit - 
who watched and did nothing? 
 
the mile high cameras hover, 
they zoom in, dub it: 
war of blacks & koreans 
then watch us rip  
each other to red tendons for scraps 
in the city that they abandoned,  
a silence white as white silence 
and we have no jesse 
no martin no malcolm 
no al, no eloquent, rapid tongue 
just fathers, with thick-tongues 
and children, too young to carry more 
than straw broomstick and hefty bag. 
all the women cry 
and they hurl what is not already shattered. 
 
but two mornings later, 
they march over ashes 
dust licking their proud ankles 
30,000 koreans 
sing in a language that 
most will never master 
a tribute song 
to those who came before 
and those who will march after 
we shall overcome 
someday.  
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Shawn Wong: Homebase. (Penguin 1979) 
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Shawn Wong: Homebase. (Penguin 1979) 
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Perry Miyake: 21st Century Manzanar  
(Really Great Books 2002) 
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Perry Miyake: 21st Century Manzanar  
(Really Great Books 2002) 
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Recent Racism & Discrimination  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"The fact is that it's news all over the world. That 
you know, you can imagine in China it's like: 
'Ching chong … ching chong. Danny DeVito, 
ching chong, chong, chong, chong. Drunk. 'The 
View.' Ching chong," 

 
"Well, you know, I hate gay people. I let it be 
known I don’t like gay people. I don’t like to be 
around gay people. I’m homophobic. It shouldn’t 
be in the world, in the United States, I don’t like 
it." 

Japanese Heritage Nets Local Boy Fun Camping Trip 
MANZANAR, Calif. April 8 – While the bulk of Americans 
are out sweating for the war effort, young Kenny Matsuda 
and milions of other lucky Japanese Americans will get to 
idle away the time at specially constructed camps, thanks 
to the War Relocation Authority.  (The Onion) 

 
Asian-Americans: The Drive to Excel 
(Newsweek) 

Hate Crime Charges Filed In J-Town Murders 
The San Francisco District Attorney’s Office has added 
hate crime allegations to a triple-murder case involving a 
white defendant and three Asian victims. Joseph Melcher, 
25, is accused of killing two people on Oct. 21, one inside 
a Japantown bar and another outside near Peace Plaza in 
Japantown. (Nichi Bei Times Weekly March 29, 2007) 
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Recent Racism & Discrimination  

“Ching Chong“ by Ted Baxter and Max Cortlander 
ragtime piano song, 1917 
 
Way out in old San Fran, there is a Chinaman 
Who's known for miles around; 
Wonderful place he keeps, down where he eats and sleeps, 
Way underneath the ground! 
Each night the festive chinks come there to wink and blink, 
And dream away the hours. 
They sing this funny song while they are borne along 
On beds of poppy flow'rs: 
"Ching, Chong, Oh Mister Ching Chong, 
You are the king of Chinatown. 
Ching Chong, I love your sing-song, 
When you have turned the lights all down; 
Ching Chong, just let me swing long, 
Through the realms of Drowsy Land; 
Dreaming while stars are beaming, 
Oh Mister Ching Chong, sing-song man." 
When you're in Frisco Town don't fail to drop around 
And see this Ching Chong man. 
Wonderful things you'll learn down where the torches burn, 
He'll show you all he can. 
Then when the time is ripe he'll fill your little pipe 
And then a light he'll bring. 
Gently you'll float away far out on Slumber Bay, 
And softly you will sing: 
"Ching Chong, Oh Mister Ching Chong, 
You are the king of Chinatown. 
Ching Chong, I love your sing-song, 
When you have turned the lights all down; 
Ching Chong, just let me swing long, 
Through the realms of Drowsy Land; 
Dreaming while stars are beaming, 
Oh Mister Ching Chong, sing-song man." 
 
Nursery Rhymes 

Ching Chong Chinaman sitting on the grass, 
Along came a bumblebee and stung him on his.. 
Ask no questions, tell no lies, 
I saw a policeman doing up his... 
flies are a nuisance, bugs are even worse,  
And this is the end of my silly little verse.  

Ching chong chinaman went to milk a cow. 
Ching chong chinaman didnt know how. 
Ching chong chinaman pulled the wrong tit. 
Ching chong chinaman got covered in shit.  

Chin chin chinaman bought a little shop 
And all he sold was peppermint rock 
He wee'd in a bottle and called it pop 
Chin chin chinaman bought a little shop  

Ching Chong Chinaman sitting on the fence, 
Trying to make a dollar out of 55 cents 
But he missed, 
Missed, 
Just like this. 

Japan: Jan Ken Pon (じゃん・けん・ぽん ) 

USA: Rock, Paper, Scissors 
Südafrika: Ching Chong Chow 
Frankreich: Pierre, Feuille, Ciseaux 
Korea: Gaw, Bawi, Bo 
(Süd)Deutschland: Schnick, Schnack, Schnuck 
Deutschland: u.a. Ching Chang Chung 
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ragtime piano song, 1917 
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Way underneath the ground! 
Each night the festive chinks come there to wink and blink, 
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You are the king of Chinatown. 
Ching Chong, I love your sing-song, 
When you have turned the lights all down; 
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Through the realms of Drowsy Land; 
Dreaming while stars are beaming, 
Oh Mister Ching Chong, sing-song man." 
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Wonderful things you'll learn down where the torches burn, 
He'll show you all he can. 
Then when the time is ripe he'll fill your little pipe 
And then a light he'll bring. 
Gently you'll float away far out on Slumber Bay, 
And softly you will sing: 
"Ching Chong, Oh Mister Ching Chong, 
You are the king of Chinatown. 
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Ching Chong, just let me swing long, 
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Dreaming while stars are beaming, 
Oh Mister Ching Chong, sing-song man." 
 
Nursery Rhymes 

Ching Chong Chinaman sitting on the grass, 
Along came a bumblebee and stung him on his.. 
Ask no questions, tell no lies, 
I saw a policeman doing up his... 
flies are a nuisance, bugs are even worse,  
And this is the end of my silly little verse.  

Ching chong chinaman went to milk a cow. 
Ching chong chinaman didnt know how. 
Ching chong chinaman pulled the wrong tit. 
Ching chong chinaman got covered in shit.  

Chin chin chinaman bought a little shop 
And all he sold was peppermint rock 
He wee'd in a bottle and called it pop 
Chin chin chinaman bought a little shop  

Ching Chong Chinaman sitting on the fence, 
Trying to make a dollar out of 55 cents 
But he missed, 
Missed, 
Just like this. 

Japan: Jan Ken Pon (じゃん・けん・ぽん ) 

USA: Rock, Paper, Scissors 
Südafrika: Ching Chong Chow 
Frankreich: Pierre, Feuille, Ciseaux 
Korea: Gaw, Bawi, Bo 
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Asian Leaders Angered by Rosie O'Donnell's 
'Ching Chong' Comments 
 
NEW YORK "The View" co-host is in hot water 
for using the expression "ching chong" to 
describe Chinese people talking about Danny 
DeVito's drunken appearance on her show. 
 

 
 
"The fact is that it's news all over the world. That 
you know, you can imagine in China it's like: 
'Ching chong … ching chong. Danny DeVito, 
ching chong, chong, chong, chong. Drunk. 'The 
View.' Ching chong," O'Donnell said on a Dec. 5 
episode of "The View." 
The statement didn't sit well with John C. Liu, a 
New York City councilman, who fired off a letter 
to "View" co-host Barbara Walters. 
"The 'ching-chong' bit is not a trivial matter," Liu 
told FOXNews.com. "It really hits a raw nerve for 
many people in the community — many like 
myself, who grew up with these kinds of taunts. 
We all know that it never ends at the taunts." 
Liu isn't the only one offended. 
The Asian American Journalists Association 
called O'Donnell's comments a "mockery" that 
gives "the impression that [Asian Americans] are 
a group that is substandard to English-speaking 
people." 
Liu said his office has received complaints from 
around the New York area following the 
appearance. He directed his letter to Walters 

instead of O'Donnell because as producer of the 
show, he said, she ought to know better. 
"It's just stupidity, and it's stupidity that justifies a 
response," Liu said of O'Donnell's behavior, 
adding the comments came "from someone who 
has been indignant herself when it comes to 
comments made by other people where she has 
perceived it as being negative against a 
particular community." 
In November, O'Donnell made up with Kelly Ripa, 
co-host of "Live With Regis and Kelly," after 
accusing her of homophobia for pushing Clay 
Aiken's hand away from her mouth on the 
program. 
O'Donnell remains unfazed. 
"She's a comedian in addition to being a talk 
show co-host," Cindi Berger, O'Donnell's 
spokeswoman, said in a statement. "I certainly 
hope that one day they will be able to grasp her 
humor." 
On Dec. 8, O'Donnell wrote in her blog "it was 
not my intent to mock." She clarified her position 
on Dec. 10, calling the bit "comedy." 
"I do many accents and probably will continue 
to," she wrote. "My mom in law impression 
offends some southerners. What can u do? I 
come in peace." 
O'Donnell is not the first comedian to raise the 
ire of the Asian-American community. 
In 2001, Sarah Silverman told a joke on "Late 
Night With Conan O'Brien" that had the punch 
line "I love Chinks." 
The NBC program issued an apology to Guy 
Aoki, the president of the Media Action Network 
for Asian Americans, following Silverman's 
appearance. 
Liu is still waiting for an apology for O'Donnell's 
comments. 
"I think an acknowledgement that it was a 
mistake would be very much appreciated by the 
community," he said. 

 
source: Foxnews Monday, December 11, 2006 http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,235842,00.html  
 
s. also: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0qINiw6ub5U 
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Japanese Heritage Nets Local Boy Fun Camping Trip 
 

 
Lucky camper Kenny Matsuda waiting for the train to Camp Manzanar 

 
MANZANAR, Calif. April 8 – While the 
bulk of Americans are out sweating for 
the war effort, young Kenny Matsuda 
and milions of other lucky Japanese 
Americans will get to idle away the 
time at specially constructed camps, 
thanks to the War Relocation Authority.  
 
Campers will enjoy such activities as 
capture-the-flag, group sing-alongs 
and random interrogations.  
 
“I do not understand what I have 
done,“ said Kenny after a busy day of 

fun camping activities left him 
exhausted. “The guards say I am here 
for my protection, but I cannot leave 
and go back to my home. And my 
mommy and daddy are crying every 
day.“  
 
Kenny complains of meals, stern 
treatment from camp authorities and 
cramped, prisonl-ike sleeping quarters.  
 
Ah, young campers. They complain 
now , but when the bus comes to pick 
them up, they’ll be crying to stay.

  
Source: The Onion April 9th, 2007 
              (http://www.theonion.com/content/history/april_9_1942) 
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Hate Crime Charges Filed In J-Town Murders 

 
The San Francisco District Attorney’s Office has 
added hate crime allegations to a triple-murder 
case involving a white defendant and three Asian 
victims. Joseph Melcher, 25, is accused of killing 
two people on Oct. 21, one inside a Japantown 
bar and another outside near Peace Plaza in 
Japantown. 
 
Prosecutors also claim that Melcher is 
responsible for an apparently random road rage 
incident two months earlier. The hate crime 
allegations tie all three homicides together 
because the victims were of the same ethnicity, 
race and national origin while Melcher is of 
European decent, Assistant District Attorney Eric 
Fleming said March 23 in court.  
 
Witnesses claim that at the time of at least one of 
the incidents, Melcher yelled out not to mess with 
“Johnny Boy, whitey San Francisco coke dealer.” 
Melcher’s defense lawyer, Deputy Public 
Defender Gabriel Bassan, vehemently denied the 
allegations and maintained that his client is not 
guilty on all charges. If convicted of the hate 
crime allegations, Melcher would spend the rest 
of his life in prison. Allegations of multiple murder 
would also make him eligible for life in prison. 
 
Police said Melcher killed Robert Stanford, 21, 
and shot Stanford’s 16-year-old friend as they 
were leaving the Portola neighborhood home 
where they had been playing Monopoly into the 
early hours of Aug. 27. Stanford’s stepfather, 
David Garrison, said outside court that the hate 
crimes are a long time in coming. “I really wanted 
them to file it from the get-go,” Garrison said. 

“This is the worst thing that can happen to a 
family. I mean, it was such a completely random 
thing.” Melcher apparently didn’t know Stanford 
or the two other homicide victims he allegedly 
shot in Japantown. 
 
In the Japantown incident, police said Melcher 
shot and killed 34-year-old Song Sun Lee with a 
semi-automatic handgun inside The Flow bar at 
1704 Post St. An unidentified female bartender 
also sustained injuries but survived. Once outside, 
according to police and witnesses, Melcher 
approached Kam Yan Li, 22, asked him 
something and then opened fire. Li, who friends 
fondly called Steven, died the next day. 
 
Homicide inspectors Maureen D’Amico and 
Michael Johnson began looking into a link to the 
killings after they noticed the description of 
Melcher fit the description given in Stanford’s 
murder. They also noticed the same caliber 
weapon was used in both shootings and that 
ballistic evidence confirmed the match: a gun 
registered to Melcher in Los Angeles. 
 
According to police, Stanford was killed occurred 
around 2:30 a.m. on Aug. 27 near the 
intersection of San Bruno Avenue and Burrows 
Street. Stanford and his friend were leaving 
Stanford’s girlfriend’s house in their car when a 
small red vehicle blocked their way. The driver of 
the red car got out and fired on the two men, 
killing Stanford and injuring his friend. Police only 
speculated at the time that the killing was a road 
rage incident. 

 
Source: Nichi Bei Times Weekly March 29, 2007 
(http://www.nichibeitimes.com/articles/news.php?subaction=showfull&id=1175199288&archive=&start
_from=&ucat=1&)  
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ABC by Gene Yang 
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Who killed Vincent Chin? 

 

Part 1 

 

Host [Music] 
 
Welcome to the first part of our three part documentary series on Asian 
Americans and racism.  
Today, June 19th, 2007, marks the 25th anniversary of Vincent Chin’s death. 
 

[Manuel, Robert] [The Vincent Chin case1] 
 

Host Even though we know who the actual killers of Vincent Chin were – the two men 
who paid each a little over $ 3.000 for having taken the life of a Chinese 
American – one question remains unanswered ... Looking back at 125 years of 
institutionalized racism against Asian Americans in the US one cannot help but 
wonder: Who killed Vincent Chin? Two individuals or a whole society? 
Chinese Americans were the first Asians to emigrate in large numbers to the 
United States in the mid-19th century and they were the first to be excluded by 
law. The were followed by the Japanese, the Koreans, and the Filipinos who 
ended up sharing their fate. Even during the time when the 1924 Quota Act had 
almost entirely stopped Asian immigration to America the Asian Americans who 
had settled in the US had to endure further discrimination.  
The passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act finally outlawed discrimination based 
on race, skin color, religion, sex or national origin. However, discrimination did 
not stop. It just took more subtle forms and has, until this day, not ceased to 
exist. And Vincent Chin was just one among many victims.  
In the next 40 minutes we will trace the discriminatory practices against Asian 
Americans that indirectly led to Vincent Chin’s death back to their beginning in 
1882 and will follow its course up to the present day.  
We will start our exploration of the relationship between Asian Americans and 
racism by taking a brief look at the immigration history of the four most prominent 
Asian American groups, Chinese Americans, Japanese Americans, Korean 
American and Filipino Americans. We will the go on to have a closer look at 
institutionalized racism and in how far it has been a part of the history of each of 
the four Asian American groups. Today we will hear about Japanese American 
internment during World War II and the 1982 Vincent Chin murder.  
Each part of this historical overview will be followed by recent Asian American 
literary and artistic responses to the injustices done. German high school 
students will join in with their own reactions.  
We will now hear a brief overview of Chinese American history by Julia Faigle 
and Alexander Pogacnik, two experts on the topic. 
 

[Julia, Alex] [The Chinese in America] 
 

Host After the exclusion of the Chinese in 1882, the next group of Asian immigrants 
were the Japanese. Anneka Merz and Bianca Hoffmann have prepared a short 
summary of Japanese American history for us ... 
 

[Anneka, Bianca] [Japanese Americans] 
 

Host Since Korea was a colony of Japan at the beginning of the 20th century, Korean 
American history is inextricably linked to Japanese American history. Let’s hear 
what Nadine Mück and Julia Hildt can tell us about this... 
 

[Nadine, Julia] [Korean Americans] 
 

Host The last group of Asian immigrants to legally be allowed to enter the United 
States were Filipino Americans. Let’s hear why the 1924 Quota Act did not stop 
their immigration and in how far Filipinos have contributed to the American 
society. 
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[Marius, Moritz] [Filipino Americans] 
 

Host We have now heard a lot about all kinds of racist laws and exclusionary tactics 
against Asian Americans. Those laws and regulations are all part of what is 
called in legal terms “Institutionalized Racism.“  
Institutionalized Racism is racial discrimination by governments or companies 
through laws, rules, policies, and regulations in public and private matters which 
are color-coded and “racialize“ society. Stokely Carmichael, a black civil rights 
activist of the late 1960s, described it as "the collective failure of an organisation 
to provide an appropriate and professional service to people because of their 
colour, culture or ethnic origin."  
All groups of Asian Americans have been victims of institutionalized racism. The 
most shocking examples date back to a 60-year-period beginning in 1942. 
Japanese Americans were the first to be victimized when they were interned 
during WW II. The 1982 Vincent Chin case, even though it united all Asian 
Americans, brought with it another form of institutionalized racism, this time 
aimed at Chinese Americans. Korean Americans had to feel the consequences 
of institutionalized racism against African Americans during the 1992 L.A. Race 
Riots, and a great number of Filipino Americans lost their jobs after 9/11 
because it was feared that they could be terrorists, too, since a lot of Filipinos in 
the Philippines are Muslims.  
Let’s hear a little more about Japanese American Internment now. I hand over 
the microphone to Caterina Kiefer and Aranka Neufeld, our experts on Japanese 
American internment. 
 

[Caterina, Aranka] 
 
Host 
 
 
[Holger, Christoph] 
 
Host 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Host 
 
 
[Students] 
 

[JA internment] 
 
Japanese Americans have responded in different ways to this treatment. Here is 
an extract of No-No Boy by John Okada  
 
[Extract from No-No Boy] 
 
Even more famous Japanese Americans, like George Takei, talk about the time 
they spent in the camps in their autobiographies. This shows what deep impact 
the dark chapter in American history had on everybody concerned. Listen to a 
short extract of Takei’s autobiography To the Stars. 
 
[Extract from To the Stars read by Takei] 
 
Here is what German highschool students thought when they first learned about 
the camps 
 
[Responses] 

Host Tragic, isn’t it? Especially because even the contemporary Japanese American 
community is still traumatized by what happened more than 60 years ago.   
We already heard who Vincent Chin was and what happened to him in 1982. 
Now let’s hand over once more to Manuel Luippold and Robert Wirt so they can 
explain a little more in detail what this murder had to do with institutionalized 
racism.  
 

[Manuel, Robert] 
 
[Students] 
 

[Beitrag Vincent Chin case 2]  
 
Responses 

Host Thank you, Manuel and Robert. 
 
This is it for today, dear listeners. Tune in again next week to learn more about 
Asian Americans and racism in part two of our three part series entitled Who 
killed Vincent Chin? 
 
[Musik] 
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Part 2 

 
Host [Musik] 

 
Welcome back for another episode of our three part documentary series Who 
killed Vincent Chin. Last week we have learned about the immigration history of 
several groups of Asian Americans and about Institutionalized Racism up to the 
1980s.  
 
Today we will hear more on Institutionalized Racism from the 90s to today. 
 
10 years after the Vincent Chin murder another tragic event marked the face of 
ethnic America. These were the L.A. Race Riots, spurred by racial tensions 
between African Americans and Korean Americans, as well as the verdicts in the 
killing of Latasha Harlins by a Korean American shopowner and the beating of 
Rodney King by four white policemen but really a sign of much deeper sitting 
problems in American society.  
I welcome Robert Schmidt and Andreas Fehst who will tell us more about both 
an outsider’s view of the riots, as well as the Korean American perspective of 
what happened. 
 

[Robert, Andreas] 
 
 
[Holger, Christoph] 
 
Host 
 
Host 
 
[Students] 
 

The L.A. race riots are forever to be remembered by the Korean American 
community as Sai-I-Gu which means April 29th in Korean.    
 
[Gedicht Sai-I-Gu] 
 
Here is a response poem by Sarah Weck. 
  
Now let’s hear what German highschool students have to say... 
 
Responses 

Host Thank you. Now let’s turn to the most recent example of institutionalized racism 
that dates back to the beginning of the 21st century. Ilja Welzel, Severin 
Finkbeiner, and Patrick Streicher will explain what happened and how Filipinos 
reacted.  
 

[Ilja, Severin, Patrick] 
 
Host 
 
 
[Students] 
 

[Beitrag Filipino layoffs] 
 
Again, let’s hear the reaction of German highschool students on this recent 
injustice. 
 
Responses 
 
 

Host 
 

After having heard a lot about how Asian Americans were the victims of racist 
hate crimes and institutionalized racism, let’s now turn to the massacre caused 
by a Korean American student at Virginia Tech on April 16th, 2007. Let’s have a 
look at what happened, who the killer was and why he committed the crime. This 
will be followed by voices from the Korean American community that will show 
us, among others, what 125 years of institutionalized racism can do to an ethnic 
group. Here are Fabian Schäufele and Sebastian Schlaich with their background 
story... 
 

[Fabian, Sebastian] [Beitrag Virginia Tech massacre]  
 

Host 
 
 
 
[Students] 

A survey among German high school students showed that most were shocked 
by what happened. Nevertheless, there is a tendency to think positive because 
none believed this could actually happen at their school. 
 
[Reactions from students] 
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Host Despite the great impact of institutionalized racism on the Asian American 
community, let’s not forget that besides this form of racism Asian Americans are 
also faced with racism in their daily lives, both as individuals and as members of 
a certain ethnic or racial group. Benjamin Weber and Christian Hartmann have 
collected a few examples of racist and other discriminatory slurs against Asian 
Americans and others who are different. They will also explain how the Asian 
American community reacted to these verbal attacks. 
 

[Benjamin, Christian] [Beitrag Recent Racism] 
 

Host Thank you, Benjamin and Christian.  
We have now learned a lot about Asian Americans. But what about the Asians 
who are living among us in Germany? What are their views and experiences in 
Germany and with racism?  
Sarah Weck, an American exchange student, has interviewed Rosa Liu and 
Liyun Chen, both of Chinese heritage but with very different backgrounds, 
identities, and experiences.  
 

[Liyun, Rosa, Sarah] [Beitrag Interview Liyun, Rosa, Sarah] 
 

Host 
 

Thank you, Sarah, Liyun, and Rosa! 
 
This is it for today, dear listeners. Tune in again next week to learn more about 
Asian Americans and racism in part three of our three part series entitled Who 
killed Vincent Chin? 
 
[Musik] 
 

 
Part 3 

 
Host [Musik] 

 
Welcome back for the last episode of our three part documentary series Who 
killed Vincent Chin. Last week we have learned about Institutionalized Racism 
from the 1990s to today, as well as about recent racism in the media. We also 
heard about how recent events, like the Virginia Tech Massacre, influence the 
Asian American community. 
 
Today we have two special guest, Perry Miyake and Shawn Wong. They belong 
to the group of Asian Americans who have decided to dedicate their lives to 
educating people about what it means to be Asian Americans. Perry Miyake, 
Japanese American writer from Los Angeles, and Shawn Wong, Chinese 
American writer and professor at the University of Washington in Seattle, have 
been kind enough to answer a few questions for us about their lives, identities, 
experiences, and work as educators and artists. The interview was conducted by 
Frank Erne. But first let’s hear extracts of Perry Miyake’s 21st Century Manzanar 
and Shawn Wong’s Homebase. 
 

[Mr. Erne, Ms. Wössner] [Beitrag Extracts 21st Century Manzanar, Homebase] 
 

Host Now, let’s see what Shawn Wong and Perry Miyake have to say ...  
 

[Mr. Erne, S. Wong, P. Miyake] 
 

[Beitrag Interviews w/ Shawn Wong/Perry Miyake] 
 

Host Thank you Frank, Shawn, and Perry. 
Our time is almost over, so let’s look back at the past 120 minutes and 125 years 
of discrimination against Asian Americans. Here are Sarah Weck and Liyun 
Chen with a short summary of what we have learned over the past few weeks. 
 
 



[Sarah, Liyun] In this documentary series we gave you a real look behind racism, starting with a 
brief background of Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and Filipino Americans 
including the horrible period of Japanese Internment.  We looked at effects of 
racism in the 20th century, including the cases of Vincent Chin, Rodney King, 
and Latasha Harlins. 
 
Concerning racism occurring in our current generation, we dug into Filipino layoff 
cases, the Virginia Tech massacre, and other recent cases in today’s society.  
Liyun Chen and Rosa Liu shared their own experiences with racism with us, and 
Perry Miyake and Shawn Wong gave us a bit more insight into their views as 
Asian Americans and writers as well. 
 

Host Thank you Sarah, thank you Liyun.  
This should have made clear that the murder of Vincent Chin by two white 
unemployed autoworkers was but a symptom of the serious disease of 
discrimination and racial hatred in the United States. So yes, Ron Ebens & 
Michael Nitz did kill Vincent Chin, but the real killer behind this murder and many 
others is racism.  
Racism is a highly contagious disease but we should never lose hope that it can 
be healed soon.  
Thank you for your interest. Have a good day. 
 

[students] [fade out: Did you know that ... with music] 
 

 
 



Name:__________________                                   June 21st, 2007 

Klassenarbeit Nr. 4 
 

I Asian American immigration history 
 
1. Check � the right answer! (6VP) 
 

a. Why did the Japanese emigrate to the United States? 
 

 Because there were too many earthquakes in Japan 
 Because they wanted to become famous 
 Because they were poor and the United States needed laborers 
 Because they wanted to learn English  

 
b. What was the major contribution of the Chinese to the United States? 

 
 Fortune Cookie 
 Chinatowns 
 Railroad 
 Chop Suey  

 
c. Why could Filipinos immigrate despite the fact that Asian immigration was 

stopped by the 1924 Quota Act? 
 

 Because they weren’t considered Asian 
 Because they were American nationals (colonial subjects) 
 Because they spoke English very well 
 Because they were American citizens 

 
d. Which fruit was invented by Korean Americans? 

 
 Nectarine  
 Peach 
 Strawberry 
 Coconut  

 

e. What does the Japanese sentence 子供のために (kodomo no tame ni) mean? 

 
 I love Japan 
 For the sake of the children 
 Hold on! 
 It can’t be helped  
 

f. What was the 442nd RCT 
 

 A Japanese combat team in World War II 
 An Asian American unit of the US army during World War II 
 A Japanese American unit of the US army during World War I 
 A Japanese American unit of the US army during World War II 
 An segregated unit of the US army for all non-citizens  
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2. True or False? Correct if necessary! (3VP) 
 

a. Japanese American internment was justified. 
 
 True  False _______________________________________

 
b. No-No Boys refused to follow internment orders. 

 
 True  False _______________________________________

 
c. The 1906 San Francisco Earthquake had two major consequences for 

Chinese Americans. First of all, since all birth certificates were destroyed, a lot 
of Chinese could claim to be American by becoming paper sons. Second, they 
became the inventors of fortune cookies because they wanted to attract 
tourists to the new, very exotic Chinatown.  

 
 True  False _______________________________________

 
d. Sai-I-Gu is Japanese for April 29th, the date of the L.A. Race Riots. 

 
 True  False _______________________________________

 
e. In 2002, Filipinos were laid off from their jobs at airports and in software 

companies because their employers were afraid they could be terrorists since 
a big part of the Philippines is Buddhist. 

 
 True  False _______________________________________

 
f. Cho Seung-Hui was a 1.5 generation Korean American. That means he was 

born in the United States but went to Korea as a child. 
 

 True   False   ______________________________________
 
II Institutionalized Racism 
 
1. What is institutionalized racism? (1VP) 
 
 
 
 
2. Which law stopped the immigration of Japanese laborers but still allowed for 

the entry of Japanese women and children, as well as non-laborers? (1VP) 
 
 
 
 
3. Name two more examples of institutionalized racism and explain them in a few 

words. (1VP) 
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III Vincent Chin 
 
1. Who was Vincent Chin and what happened to him? (1VP) 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What is the significance of the Vincent Chin case for the Asian American 

community? (1VP) 
 
 
 
 
 
IV L.A. Race Riots 
 
1. What were the reasons for the L.A. Race Riots? (2VP) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What can we learn from the L.A. Race Riots? (1VP) 
 
 
 
 
 
V Comment on the following extract of To the Stars by George Takei. (What does   
   he talk about? What do you know about what happened? etc.) (4VP) 
 
Tule Lake was a cold, windswept, dry lake bed 
near the northern California-Oregon border. It 
was the bleakest opposite of Rohwer.  
[...] 
Camp Tule Lake was an internment camp 
converted into a maximum security segregation 
camp for “no-no boys“ or those who had applied 
for repatriation or expatriation to Japan, or those 
whose loyalty was questionable “in the opinion of 
the Project Director.“ The barbed wire fence 
and guard towers were here, too, but unlike 
Rohwer, the fence was heavy wire mesh and 
“man-proof.“ The guard towers were turrets 
equipped with machine guns. [...] Half of the 
18.000 internees in Camp Tule Lake were 
children like me. 

I liked our barrack in our new Block 80. It was 
right across the way from the mess hall. [...] 
Mama didn’t like the idea of people lining up 
just outside our windows three times a day, 
every day. [...] Daddy was philosophical. He said 
that was the trade-off. Here at Tule Lake, we had 
two rooms. Each room individually was smaller 
than the one we had at Rohwer, but combined, 
we had more space. We now had what we could 
call a bedroom and a living room. [...] 
There were other reasons I liked being across 
from the mess hall. Life in camp was usually 
boring and monotonous. But the mess hall was 
the social focal point and cultural center of the 
block. We were closer and had better access to 
those great special events.  

 
(George Takei: To the Stars. Pocket: 1994. pp. 46 ff.) 
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VI Give one example of recent racism (2006/2007) against Asian Americans.  

What do you think about such racial discrimination? Do you think this could  
happen in Germany or somewhere else in Europe? (3VP) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Total Points: _____ / 24      Grade: ___________ 
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Klassenarbeit Nr. 4 
 

I Asian American immigration history 
 
1. Check � the right answer! (6VP) 
 
     a) Why did the Japanese emigrate to the United States? 

 
 Because there were too many earthquakes in Japan 
 Because they wanted to become famous 
�  Because they were poor and the United States needed laborers 
 Because they wanted to learn English  

 
     b) What was the major contribution of the Chinese to the United States? 
 

 Fortune Cookie 
 Chinatowns 
�  Railroad 
 Chop Suey  

 
c) Why could Filipinos immigrate despite the fact that Asian immigration was 
stopped by the 1924 Quota Act? 
 

 Because they weren’t considered Asian 
�  Because they were American nationals (colonial subjects) 
 Because they spoke English very well 
 Because they were American citizens 

 
     d) Which fruit was invented by Korean Americans? 
 

�  Nectarine  
 Peach 
 Strawberry 
 Coconut  

 
e) What does the Japanese sentence 子供のために (kodomo no tame ni) mean? 
 

 I love Japan 
�  For the sake of the children 
 Hold on! 
 It can’t be helped  
 

f) What was the 442nd RCT 
 

 A Japanese combat team in World War II 
 An Asian American unit of the US army during World War II 
 A Japanese American unit of the US army during World War I 
�  A Japanese American unit of the US army during World War II 
 An segregated unit of the US army for all non-citizens  
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2. True or False? Correct if necessary! (3VP) 
 

a) Japanese American internment was justified. 
 
 True �  False  it was authorized by FDR but not justified  

                    because there was no proof
 

b) No-No Boys refused to follow internment orders. 
 

 True �  False  they answered “no“ to questions no. 27 and 28                      
                   of the loyalty questionnaire

 
c) The 1906 San Francisco Earthquake had two major consequences for Chinese 
Americans. First of all, since all birth certificates were destroyed, a lot of Chinese 
could claim to be American by becoming paper sons. Second, they became the 
inventors of fortune cookies because they wanted to attract tourists to the new, 
very exotic Chinatown.  

 
�  True  False _______________________________________

 
d) Sai-I-Gu is Japanese for April 29th, the date of the L.A. Race Riots. 

 
 True �  False  it’s Korean for April 29th

 
e) In 2002, Filipinos were laid off from their jobs at airports and in software 
companies because their employers were afraid they could be terrorists since a 
big part of the Philippines is Buddhist. 

 
 True �  False  because a big part of the Philippines is Muslim 

 
f) Cho Seung-Hui was a 1.5 generation Korean American. That means he was 
born in the United States but went to Korea as a child. 

 
 True  �  False  He was born in Korea and immigrated as a  

                    child to the US
 
II Institutionalized Racism 
 
1. What is institutionalized racism? (1VP) 
 

Racism by the state though laws / by public institutions through racially 
discriminatory regulations 

 
racial discrimination by governments or companies through laws, rules, policies, and 
regulations in public and private matters which are color-coded and 
“racialize“ society 
 
"the collective failure of an organisation to provide an appropriate and professional 
service to people because of their colour, culture or ethnic origin" (Stokely 
Carmichael, black civil rights activist, late 1960s) 

 

E5 



 

2. Which law stopped the immigration of Japanese laborers but still allowed for 
the entry of Japanese women and children, as well as non-laborers? (1VP) 

 
1907/08 Gentlemen’s Agreement 

 
3. Name two more examples of institutionalized racism and explain them in a few 

words. (1VP) 
 

1924 Quota Act  immigration quota for all countries; Asia close to 0 
1882 Chinese Exclusion Act  stopped Chinese immigration 

 
III Vincent Chin 
 
1. Who was Vincent Chin and what happened to him? (1VP) 
 

Vincent Chin was a 27-year-old Chinese American engineering student from Detroit. 
On June 19th, 1982 (, the night of his bachelor party,) he was murdered with a 
baseball bat by an autoworker and his stepson who were both white. They killed him 
because they blamed Japan for America’s sagging auto industry and because they 
believed him to be Japanese. 
The verdict was 3 years probation and a fine of $3.700. (They did not spend one 
single day in jail. As a consequence of the verdict, Asian Americans rallied all over 
the United States.) 

 
2. What is the significance of the Vincent Chin case for the Asian American 

community? (1VP) 
 

The Vincent Chin murder was “an issue that united all Asian Americans.“ It was also 
the beginning of the Asian American Movement. 

 
IV L.A. Race Riots 
 
1. What were the reasons for the L.A. Race Riots? (2VP) 
 

There were two particular events that triggered the L.A. Race Riots: the verdicts in  
 

- the Rodney King beating (4 white cops were acquitted for having beaten the 
African American Rodney King; the scene had been videotaped) 

- the Latasha Harlins killing (a Korean American shopowner was acquitted for 
having shot a 15-year-old African American girl whom she believed to be 
stealing) 

 
However, racial tensions between Korean Americans and African Americans had 
already existed for quite some time and these two particular events just triggered the 
outbreak of violence.   

 
2. What can we learn from the L.A. Race Riots? (1VP) 
 

Behind everything you can see on the news, a personal history and fate is hidden. 
You should never forget that even though what is going on may be far away. 
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V Comment on the following extract of To the Stars by George Takei. (What does   
   he talk about? What do you know about what happened? etc.) (4VP) 
 
Tule Lake was a cold, windswept, dry lake bed 
near the northern California-Oregon border. It 
was the bleakest opposite of Rohwer.  
[...] 
Camp Tule Lake was an internment camp 
converted into a maximum security segregation 
camp for “no-no boys“ or those who had applied 
for repatriation or expatriation to Japan, or those 
whose loyalty was questionable “in the opinion of 
the Project Director.“ The barbed wire fence 
and guard towers were here, too, but unlike 
Rohwer, the fence was heavy wire mesh and 
“man-proof.“ The guard towers were turrets 
equipped with machine guns. [...] Half of the 
18.000 internees in Camp Tule Lake were 
children like me. 

I liked our barrack in our new Block 80. It was 
right across the way from the mess hall. [...] 
Mama didn’t like the idea of people lining up 
just outside our windows three times a day, 
every day. [...] Daddy was philosophical. He said 
that was the trade-off. Here at Tule Lake, we had 
two rooms. Each room individually was smaller 
than the one we had at Rohwer, but combined, 
we had more space. We now had what we could 
call a bedroom and a living room. [...] 
There were other reasons I liked being across 
from the mess hall. Life in camp was usually 
boring and monotonous. But the mess hall was 
the social focal point and cultural center of the 
block. We were closer and had better access to 
those great special events.  

 
(George Takei: To the Stars. Pocket: 1994. pp. 46 ff.) 
 
ex: 
 
- Tule Lake = internment camp in the desert  other internment camps were ... 
- No-no boys  segregation due to loyalty questionnaire 
- Barbed wire fences, guards with rifles pointing inwards  not for protection 
- Mess halls  meals together, families disintegrated 
- Boring life 
- Special events  Americanization 
- Small rooms for a whole family 
 
VI Give one example of recent racism (2006/2007) against Asian Americans.  

What do you think about such racial discrimination? Do you think this could  
happen in Germany or somewhere else in Europe? (3VP) 

 
- Rosie O’Donnell 
- Tim Hardaway ( Asian American x gay) 
- The Onion 
- JTown murders SF 
 
- reference to France / Sarkozy 
 
- own opinion  
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